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Hox Ac ARMESTEAD, Eſq, to Joun* 
CEciL, Eſq; bs 


F AIT H, Cecil, I am ſorry for you, and. 
I am ſtill more ſorry for my friend Johnſon, 
but Lady Mira and your ſiſter are ſuch ex- 
cellent examples, that your reſtive charge 
can hardly fail to ſee the lovelineſs of their 
conduct, and copy it. N 

[ wiſh, Cecil, you had changed your route - 
from Bath to Malvern. You can have no 
conception of the conviviality which reigns 
amongſt us. Do not imagine I mean any 
of which our elegant aſſemblage of females 
are not partakers; for believe me, moſt par- 
ties diſguſt me where the women are not 
concerned. New as this ſentiment may ſeem - 
to you, it is a very ſincere one of mine, 
and has entirely eradicated the oppolite no- 
tons I once poſſeſſed, and in this cafe, at 

Vor. II. N 5 © 
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alt, To have changed my opinion, is as 
much as to fay, I am wiſer to day than 1 
was yeſterday.“ I begin to think time will 
work wonders, and at length, I may aſpire 
to the ſupreme honour of ſome fair one's 
hand; but I was diſappointed in my* firſt 
love, and that is bad - encouragement to 
ſearch for a ſecond. Beſides, I cannot af- 
ford to marry according to the natural diſin- 
tereſtedneſs of my heart, and your damſels 
of fortune are ſuch a haughty race, it ſinks 
man beneath himſelf to be obliged to 
them, and not only that, but they think 
themſelves intitled to purſue pleaſure, as 
they ſtile it, in all her expenſive courſes, 4 
if the poor devil of a huſband but mildly 
renonſirates, his mouth is perfectly gagged, 
with 1 beg Sir, you will pleaſe to be ſi- 
lent, 1 brou bt a fortune, and I expect to 
enjoy it.“ This is juſt the caſe with Bob 
Lanſdown, who married a little deformed 
Miſs of fifteen ; ſhe brought him fifteen 
thouſand pounds, but ſhe runs on in fo diſ- 
ſipated a career, that it is moſt probable ſhe 
will ſoon reduce him to the pennyleſs ſtate 
ſhe'found him in. O the enviable condition 
of Rob Lan{down |! rather let me die a ruf- 
tic batchelor, at my farm in Worceſterſhire, 
or marry ſome honeſt laſs, with the portion 
of modeſty and induſtry, whoſe underſtand- 
ing I may improve, when ſhe has time to 
| «It | beſtow 
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beſtow from her domeſtic calls; yet this is 
2 plan of too ſober a nature for Horace 
Armeſtead, and J believe will never be put 
in execution, till I am within a few years of 
my grand climacteric. e en 
I called at Caſtle Hervey in my way to 
Malvern. The ladies were moſt obligingly 
polite, but Miſs Hervey unuſually grave; 
whether my viſit Was unexpected freedom, 
or mama had been giving the young lady a 
lecture, I am at a loſs to gueſs, but ſo it 
was. I take this Emeline to be a complete 
character, rather amiable- than otherwiſe, 
condemning the diſſipation to which ſhe is a 
votary, but deſtitute of courage to alter the 
faſhionable courſe. But how can the daugh- 
ter with any decency retract, whilſt the mo- 
ther's example recommends her to follow the 
multitude ? Upon my honour, Lady Her- 
vey complained more ſtrongly of the Caſ- 
tle's gloom, than did Emeline. It affect- 
ed her ſpirits, gave her the vapours, ſhe 
really believed ſhe muſt go ſomewhere for 
the benefit of the waters.” I could do no 
leſs than adviſe Malvern, but the point was 
not ſettled ; if ſhe could poſſibly avoid lea- 
ving the Caſtle, ſhe would, for her dear lord 
was fond of it, and for his ſake, ſhe gene- 
rally paſt three months in the-year upon the 
ſpot. A moſt enormous time to ſacrifice to 
Lord Hervey's memory! but I am running 
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on with all the incoherence of a female ſerib. 
bler, nor give you the thanks ſo juſtly your 
due for awakening me from a kind of ſtupor, 


that has of late poſſeſſed me; it prevented 
me from writing to you, and from doing 


many other things I ought to have done; it 


was that in fact, drove me to Malvern, 
where I am now in a fair way to do well. 
Pray what mean you about Wilmot ? did 


| you ſee him when you were in town ? how 
1 was chagrined that J happened to be in the 


North ? Did you think ] had taken a trip 
with ſome rich heireſs? no ſuch agreeable 


party; a ſober cynical fellow prevailed on 
me to make the tour; ſo tired, fo bored, 


was I with his company, that I pretended 
to be called home on particular buſineſs, 
and ſo left him in the lurcecn. 


I always make it my ſtudy to diſcover the 


leaſurable in every new ſcene ; poor Sal 


_ bngford was of a different opinion, and nei 
wor houſes, trees, walls or hedges, were 


ſituated to pleaſe hin. 
Tou ſee, Cecil, F am endeavouring to 
make up for loſt time, by writing a long let- 


ter. | Your correſpondence does me honour, 


and I, would fain do my beſt to ſhew I think 
ſo. This will find you at Bath; you might 
have paſſed a ſhort time at Malvern, and 
gone from thence ; for you are much too eat- 
ly for the Bath ſeaſon. I hope you left * 


a” 
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3 
Farl and Lady Elrington very well, I muſt 
really write to his Lordſhip, and now I am 
in the mood, I may as well begin; fo adieu, 
dear Cecil, preſent my reſpects to Lord Den- 
bam, and the ladies, and believe me yours, 


Horace ARMESTEAD. 
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Joun Cxcil, Eſa; to Horace ARME- 
'- 1 8TRaD,. Big; 


Vous reached Bath before 1 did; 
we only arrived laſt night, and ſorry am I 
to ſay, not altogether the happieſt party in 
the world. — Mrs, Johnſon's conduct has 
given real pain to all my family, and her in- 
difference on the occaſion, is by no means 
calculated to alter our feelings; fne talks of 
going to Ireland, at which, I am beyond 
meaſure perplexed; afferting a power, where 
friendſhip only gives the prerogative, is an 
unpleaſant affair, eſpecially, when one has 
to deal with a woman of Mrs. Johnſon's apa- 
thy, a woman ſo unknowing in the ways of 
ſentiment. —l vill try to-induce her, by the 
gentleſt meaſures, to give up her ſcheme of 
leaving us, before the Colonel returns; and 
further, will ſeem to forget every motive for 

"OBEY wiſhing 
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Wilmot in London, and likewiſe: where l 


miles of my own houſe, robbed me of bills 


3 1491 | 
wiſhing her to ſtay, but thoſe which hoſpita- 


ty dictates; for happy ſhould 1 be, to re- 


turn her to my friend, with an amended 
heart; and as you ſay, my ſiſter and wife, 


may probably inſpire her with the love of 


virtue. Should Glandore make his appear- 
ance at Bath, and any thing improper enſue, 


I ſhall know how to proceed; at preſent, he 


is not ſpoken of amongſt us.—I find, the 


ladies you mention, are juſt arrived, Lady 


Hervey, and her fair daughter, Emeline; 


they promiſed to meet us, ſo this is by no 


means an unexpected pleaſure; we ſhall 
moſt likely dine together: I will mention 
you for what reaſon ? . You ſay, merely to 
ſee how the name of Horace Armeſtead, 
operates on the young lady; for I have at 


this moment, a parcel of ideas gathered to- 


gether, 'which ſeem to convince me, that 


Miſs Hervey, - (notwithftanding ſhe has a 


good fortune) is exactly the girl calculated to 
make you happy, but come and ſettle the 


affair for yourſelf. A lonnging unmarried 


fellow, may do as he will; you muſt be ti- 
ed of Malvern, by this time; we are cer 
tainly too early at Path, but Mira hurried hi- 
ther on my account. Ves, Horace, I {av 


leaſt expected to ſee him; you will ſcarcely 
believe, that he attacked me, within a few 


10 
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to the amount of two thouſand pounds; 
and moreover, fent a confounded ball through 
my left arm, for the eaſter attainment of his 
plunder ;- this was attended with d us 
conſequences a fever, in which I was deli- 
rious, of courſe incapable of ſtopping the pay- 
ment of the bills; my family were to much 
concerned about me, to think of any ſuch 
inferior matter; and Wilmot, I ſuppoſe, is 
now revelling, where he has no fear of pur- 
luers, 631 i523; : 48H 2 
It was what Lowed my e 
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ountry, lo bring 
ſo flagrant an offender to juſtice hut bating 
this public ſpirit, I had rather he died on the 
be” of repentance, | than be m ſelf the 
nj of bringing him to an ignominious 
d th.—\V hat a condemnable cultom is 
that, by which the elder ſun inherits the 
whole eſtate, whilſt the younger, compara- 
tively ſtarves, and frequently happens to be 
the fineſt fellow of the two; we uſed to ſay 
at (chool, that this was particularly the caſe 
with the Wilmots ; for Tom, was avar- 
cious in the minuteſt article, and cowardly 
too, in our niceſt point of honour; he would 
hear his friend or his brother defamed with 
impunity, but diminiſh: his hoard of fruit, 
or whatever the little niggard had purchaſed, 
and he would never ſcruple to give the firſt 
blow. Not fo with George, to do him juſ- 
uce, he was all fire and generoſity; extra- 
fr vagance, 


(C10) 1 3 
vagance, the common failing of youth, was 
the only failing he ſeemed to poſſeſs; and 
that, it is very apparent, has been his bane. 
Upon my ſoul, Horace, I am more ſorry 
for the outrage he has committed upon his 
| own honour,''than'the trivial injury he has 

done me, and I would freely give the like 
ſum to prevent his purſuing the vile courſe, 
— Thus have I told you the whole affair; 
before I conclude, let me repeat my wiſh, 
of ſeeing you at Bath; Emeline Hervey, to 
borrow your former terms of expreſſion, is 
the beſt game you ever yet purſued; I feli- 
citate you moſt ſincerely on your change of 
opinion; the lovely part of the creation, 
were molt truly ! Formed to temper man; 
we had been brutes without them; there is 
in them, all that we believe of Heaven, 
amazing virtue, conſtancy and truth:“ Of 
their magnanimity too, we have many in- 
ſtances; a certain fortitude, to bear them up 
above misfortune, is truly admirable in ſuch 
gentle natures; a young lady, now with my 
fiſter, only wants this one perfection, to 
compleat her character: She is beautiful to 
a. worider; and had I not one fo lovely av 
my dear Mira, in my own poſleſſion, I 
could go miles to look at her. Vou ſee, 
ſtill retain my paſſion for beauty; to ſay the 
truth, I find every ſentiment ripen with my 
years ; in particular the friendly ones I on 
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. 
felt for you; being, dear Horace, moſt cor- 
dially your's, | 3 | 1 
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Lady DBA, to Mis. Har 


] cHEARFULLY perform. my pro- 
miſe, but think, my dear Fanny, this will 
find you in a ſituation, for which my con 


gratulations have been ſome time ready. ' 


will ſuppoſe it ſo, and requeſt in all the 
warmth of friendſhip, that you will inform 
me, as ſoon as ever you are able, which 
you have pleaſed to give me, a godſon or 
daughter; and eke how Mr. Hargrave re- 


ceived the little ſtranger.— Ah! methinks 
I fee him preſs it to his boſom— and cry, 


Welcome, thrice welcome, my little 


love; thou ſhalt be the ſweet peaceful Ove 


Branch, to convince me it is my own fault, 
if Jam not happy, whilft the dear innocent 
lifis up its eyes, ſeems to chide him for paf# 
tranſgreſſions, and ſtren his preſent re- 


ſolutions;“ Is not this the real fate of the 


caſe? at leaſt may it prove ſo, and you, my 
dear Fanny, be Happy. iT 5 
' her 


. 


Jour Cxctty 


You ſaw my Anna's papers, you know 
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her ſorrows, and you will be mortified, to 
hear Darville is at Bath; we met him laſt 
night,” on the parade ; Anna was between 
Lord Denham, and I; the trembled violent- 
ly, but the fear of expoſing herſelf, ſupported 
her : He.knew her, and bowed reſpectfully; 
ſhe muſt have ſunk to the earth, had ſhe 
bent her knees to return it; but though his 
ſalute was unnoticed, he ventured to ſpeak; 
Perhaps I am miſtaken; yet, is Miſs Jeb 
ſet's image no ſtranger to my heart.“ 0 
Parville, do not thus diſtreſs me; I cannot, 
1 muſt not, ſpeak to you; the Anna, you 
once knew, loved you; it is contrary to na- 
ture, for her to do ſo now.” O!] then, 
(faid he, and looked at Lord Denham, ) yes, 
det it muſt be ſo, the thought is agony” 
ſtruek his forehead, and with haſty ſtridet 
went from us. His departure ſeemed to re- 
vive ny friend, and by degrees, we got 
her home; I find ſhe was exceedingly agi- 
tated the whole night. © This morning, ſhe 


is in a ſtupid kind of tranquillity, that I am” 


by no means pleaſed with.—In a converſa- 
tion I had with her, ſhe ſeemed rather in- 
clined to an explanatory interview, ſhould 
PDaruille propofe it, which I think there ig 
little doubt of, for he muſt very ſoon be un- 
deceived as to her being matried, though it 
was not unnatural to ſuppoſe it, from m) 
Denham's attention 'to her, And, what 


then? 


('& .} 


then? why, it may induce him to renew the 
ſuit ſhe once favoured ; and ſo he may, 
but believe me, Mrs. Hargrave, Anna Jeſ- 
ſet, will never be his; but you ſhall know 
the progreſs of che affair. 

Lady Hervey and Emeline, arrived the 
day after we did ; my poor little coz. is fo, 
ſtrangely metatnorphoſed from a ſprightly 
giddy damſel, to a love-fick maiden, that 
you would ſcarcely; know her. Her ſwain, 
[dare ſay you gueſs who he is, will ſoon be 
at Bath ; Denham and my brother, think it 
would be an exceeding good match, Arme- 
ſtead's expectatious being nearly equal to the 
lady's poſſeſſions; but Mira and I, know 
more of Lady Hervey than their worſhips ;' 
and have a ſhrewd ſuſpicion, ſne will be 
averſe to any ſuch ptoceeding, tho' we ſin- 
cerely wiſh otherwiſe ; indeed, her Lady- 
ſhip is doatingly fond of her daughter, and 
that is by no means unfavourable to their 
hopes —Mfethinks this 'is quite a domeſtic 
letter; the children deſire love to their dear 
Mrs. Hargrave,, as do others of à maturer 
age » namely, Lady Miranda, and. Miſs 
Jeſſet; I mutt go 40 the latter. Let me 
hear from you ſoon; and believe me, dear- 
elt Fanny, ever, and ever, your's, 
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Louis A DENHRAM. 
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n Dots. n n 
8 URELY this Darville has ſome faſci- 
nating charm uncommonly irreſiſtible, of 
Wherefore am I ſo ſtrenuouſly his friend? 
After ſealing and ſending my laſt, I went to 
Anna, and found her ſtill compoſed, dref- 
ſing for dinner; we chatted awhile, and 
then I went to the like employment, nor did 
J ſee her again until we fat down to dinner; 
our party was my - brother's family, Lady 
Hervey, and Emeline ; we had dined about 
half an hour, were drinking our coffee, 
when Thomas entered, A gentleman, re- 
- queſts to ſpeak with your Ladyſhip.” 1 
looked at Anna, a deadly paleneſs overſpread 
her countenance ; I immediately caught hel 
idea, and left the room, with every nerve 
me utter, !- {1-0 5! 1 
It was really Darville; moſt gracefully 
he intreated me to pardon the liberty be 
took; I find, Madam, you are Miſs Jef 
ſet's deareſt friend.“ Our affection, Sit, 
is mutual.” That is beyond a doubt. 
Your Ladyſhip may have heard her men 


-tion Darville ; too probably, in terms he fa· 
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tally appeared to merit.” “Les, Sir, I 
confeſs I have heard of your moſt myſte- 
rioas flight, on the eve of being united to 
my very amiable friend ; the conſequence 
of which, ſuffer me to add, has moſt cru- 
«ly embittered all her moments. O] You 
can have no conception of the miſery, your 
inexplicable conduct involved her in.— It 
cauſed her unhappy brother to be an invo- 
luntary parricide; and an exile from a coun- 
try, to which he was an honour.“ I feared, 
in the fulneſs of my heart, I had uttered too 
much. The horror in his countenance, was 
more than the tongue of eloquence, or the 
pen of a ready writer” could expreſs: He 
graſped my hand; he bid me ſtop, for pity's 
lake, to ſpare him ſuch poignant feelings: 
his friend a parricide ! his Anna miſerable ! 
O! it was paſt human nature, to ſupport the 
mighty woe ; yet was he deſirous to- hear 
me explain my inſinuations. I had a moſt 
painful taſk to perform, and could not for- 
bear ſoftening the tale of events, ſince he 
left my friend, ſo as to make him believe J 
thought him innocently culpable. | 

However, he was too greatly ſhocked, to 
enter upon the ſtory he came to tell; though -. 
in every word, every action, I could trace 
a tenderneſs for Anna. He ſaid, he did not 
dare to propoſe an interview, until he had 
Juſtified his conduct; and with my appro- 

Vol. II. O — > ban, 
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bation, he would do that, in a letter to Miſs 

Jeſſet. It was not poſſible, to refuſe fo rea- 
ſonable a ſupplication; and he left me, as 


vou may perceive, greatly prejudiced in his 


favour.— When I returned to the eating 
room, I was much rallied, on the length of 
my private audience, [I laughed with them, 
and gave a ſignificant look to Anna, who 
retired with me. She did not ſeem diſplea- 
{ed with what 1 had done; and we are both 
impatient for the important letter, of which 
I will certainly ſend you a copy. Am l not 
very good ? to write two days together, for 
the ſake of your curioſity, and I will write to- 
morrow too, ſhould any thing new occur; for 
I well know, the kind intereſt, my dear Mrs 
7 Hargrave takes in all our concerns. Adieu, 


LOUISA DENHAM. 


r TER V. 


Sir Fxzperrte DARvIL U, to the Hon, 
N Miſs Jes8ET, 


UN TIL I converſed with Lady Den- 
ham, I thought myſelf at the extent of hu 
man miſery ; ſhe has undeceived me, and 
great as the misfortune ſeemed, to have 
treated ycu diſteſpectfully, without the 


power 
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wer of convincing you how much I ab- 
hor the idea. In truth, I ſay, I was not 
half ſo.wretched. under theſe unhappy cir- 
cumſtances, as Lady Denham has confirm- 
ed me, by her tale of woe. Heavens! 

My Anna, is it really true? has thy life, 
through my means, been devoted to ſor- 
row ? Whilſt I wiſhed with ſo much ardor, 
that my deareſt angel might enjoy every 
terreſtrial bliſs, _ h | 
For my own part, I have not taſted one 
bliſsful moment ſince that cruel one, which 
tore me from you.—My very ſoul is ago- 
nized, by paſt and preſent ſufferings; per- 
mit me, Miſs Jeſſet, to lay myſelf open to 
your gentle pity, as a child of adverſity. I 
may do that; as your once loved Frederic, 
I have ſome ſmall claim to it; claim did I 
ſay? Alas! I haye to appearance, juſtly 
forfeited every advantage I might have in 

your heart; yet ſuffer me io proceed : _ 
By Edwin, the friend of my heart, I was 
introduced to you, his regard was ſufficient 
to enſure me that of his worthy family ; nor 
were enquiries ever made of my deſcent or 
poſſeſſions. Suffice it now to ſay, they were 
both ſuch as Lord Jeſſet might think propor- 
tionable to his daughters. | 
My parents were natives of England, but 
my father being of French extraction, was 
extremely fond of France, and ſettled in Pa- 
| "th lis, 
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ris, about two years previous to my birth, 
In the prime of his life, and in the third year 
of mine, he was taken from us, by an epi- 
demie diſorder, then raging at Paris. That 
he died lamented by every friend and ac- 


quaintance, has oftentimes been grateful to 


the ear of a ſon, and eulogiums or his merit, 
equally acceptable. My mother, inſtead of 
launching out with the common gaiety of 
ſuch youthful widows, or more rationally 
ſupporting herſelf for the ſake of an infant 
ſon, deſpaired with grief; in. the midft cf 
which, ſhe choſe the Catholic religion, and 
a convent, the became a bigot ; and even 


educated me in the Romiſh principles; and 


by the time I had entered my twelfth year, 
(when a lad begins to think of future proſ- 
pects) I diſcovered I was by no means oblig- 
ed to Lady Darville. She died ere I was 
thirteen ; and then, indeed every idea was 
abſorbed in filtal forrow, for ſhe feemed 
molt fincerely to repent, of the part ſhe 
had acted. 5 1 

At this early age, I became my own 
maſter; by ſome very judicious friends, 1 
was adviſed to go to England, and ſeek the 


protection of my father's brother, who then 


enjoyed the family eſtate. This ſtep I ac- 
cordingly. took. With ſome ſparks of pride 
in my youthful boſom, yet, with the hum- 
ble fear of offending, I knocked at Sir 

. 8 | Archibald's 
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Alas! 'twas all a tranſitory viſion, too love- 
ly to endure ; for on the very night I bid 
my charmer farewell until the returning 
vihed- for morn, I was moſt cruelly betray- 

ed; four fellows: ſeized me within a fer- 
ſtreets of my own houſe, gagged, blind- 
folded me, and after travelling in this man- 
ner for many miſerable hours, placed me in 
a velſe] bound for the Italie ſhore. Judge 
my aftoniſhment in-having the bandage ta- 
ken from my eyes by Juliet Columbani ! 1 
had rather have loſt my fight for ever. 
Shocking woman! with what horror ſhe 
filled my boſom ! ſhe mocked my ſuffer- 
ings, and exultingly aſked me, if F thought 
ſhe could bear neglect with puſillanimous im- 
punity ? „ Pray, Sir, which ſuit do you 
wear to day Does your horfour dine at 
Lord Jeſlet's?” faid ſhe in the voice of my 
Italian ſervant. What a diſcovery! how 
could the artful creature ſo effecually dil. 
Sue herſelf ? 

I aſſumed a haughty reſolute tone, which | 
diverted her barbarity ſtill better. My hu- 
miliating ſituation diſtracted me, to be ſo 
ſubject to the caprice of a revengeful wo- 
man! Heavens, what a fate! to have been 
ſo long her dupe too; but had I ever con- 
ceived the idea of her being ſo near my per- 
ſon, her darkened hair and eyebrows, and 
maſculine attire muſt have placed the thought 
in a romantic light, = I ſoon 


| 
| 
| 


{( 44-) 
1 ſoon found her love was changed to im. 


placable hatred. An appearance of tender. 
neſs on my part might have ſoftened her, 


but you may judge how ill. diſpoſed I was 


to make a trial ſo contrary to human nature, 
which, prone as it is to ſelf intereſt, ſeldom 


revolts againk a certain inherent ſenſe of any 


injury we receive. In the moſt abject ſla- 
very I arrived at Rome. Signor Columbani 
reproached me with the ſeduction of his 
niece, applauded her ſpirited reſentment, 
and ſeemed willing to aſſiſt her in further 
acts of revenge. To be brief, they fold 
me to perpetual bondage; imagine my litu- 


dation at this juncture; does the lovely Anna 


behold and compaſſionate the ſubordination 


to which I was doomed? one pitying teu 


of thine, will waſh away the painful re- 
membrance of what I then endured; do 
not, my lovely angel, refuſe this ſmall tre 
bute; you were once ready to alleviate the 
moſt trivial diftreſs of him who fues, and 
is that enviable period for ever and for eve! 
loſt to the wretched Frederic ? ny 
But now the time approaches in which Ju- 


liet began to relent. I failed with the Turki 


merchant for Conſtantinople ; Juliet overtook 
our veſſel, and moſt earneſtly beſought my 
purchaſer, to accept a ranſom ; he conſented 
on his own avaricious terms, and I began to 
hope fortune was more propitious. The ui 


happy 


1 

happy girl now had her reflecting moments, 
and aſlumed a ſoftneſs of deportment her 
nature never knew; it is better to deal with 
the ſemblance of ſomething amiable, than 
palpable wickedneſs; Juhet again carried me 
to her uncle's. The thoughtleſs old man 
was pleaſed to ſay, fhe was {till weak enough 
to love me, and had carried matters to ſuch 
prodigious lengths, that we had better be 
united. I ſhould have been a wretch indeed, 
could any power on earth have compelled 
me to ſuch a union. The Turkiſh flavery 
were heaven, compared to this, but his niece 
was equally gverſe from it. Conflicting paſ- 
fons threw her into a fever ; her uncle aban- 
doned her, withdrew the ſupport he afforded 
her, and ſhe died in a ſtarving condition, I 
refrain from dwelling on this part af my ſto- 
ry, the account of ſo vile a character being 
too ſhocking for the ears of humanity. 

Juliet's death reſtored me to liberty. 1 
made known in the city, the treatment I had . 
received, it being but juſtice io the public : - 
Columbani was ſcorned by every body as an 
accomplice with bis niece, and every com- 
penſation offered me. I merely accepted a 
ſufficiency to defray my expences io Eng- 
land, which I have fince repaid with thanks. 
By the time I arrived at Dover, I felt, if 1 
may ſo fay, like one riſen from the grave; 
and, elate with my reſurrection, I flew to 
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( 26 ) | 
- the houſe where Lord Jeſſet, and all I held 
dear in the world, once lived, It was dif- 
ferently inhabited, and in every company 
where I mentioned the family on which my 
fate depended, every tongue was lilent; 
for this-myſtery, Lady Denham has ac- 
counted to the ſevere afflicticn of my heat, 
With bended knee, my adored Anna, 
with the trueſt contrition, I beg your for- 
weneſs of my involuntary tranſgreſſion. 
Fhis in the gentle clemency of your na- 
ture you may poſſibly grant, but ſay, vil 
you perſonally aſſure me of it, nor caſt one 


reproachful glance on an. unfortunate man? 


O! Miſs Jeſſet, I have ſomewhat more to 
add, I will reſiſt the powerful impulſe, leſt, 
at this time, I ſhould prove an encroacher 
on your. goodneſs, 

Bleſs me with a line; ſay, my Anna, when 
you will honour me with an interview ; Lady 
Denham, . whoſe, looks are thoſe of graceful 
propriety, approves our meeting ; ſurely i 
is conſiſtent with the moſt refined ſentiments 
of delicacy. 

I tear myſelf from the happineſs of ad. 
dreſſing you. 

Vou look ill, Miſs jeſſet, I ſadly fear you 
are come to Bath on the ſame account as 
myſelf; heaven reſtore you that health 
which once glowed in all your form, to 
e bleſſing you ſeek. — 

n 
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On the parade, I beheld you altered, but 
my heart quickly acknowledged its only 
love. Your friendly intimacy with Lord 
Denham alarmed me, I ſhuddered with ap- 
prehenſion, and flew your preſence, My 
fears are ſince quietedꝭ and I would add 
but ſtop my too forward pen, it ſhall only 
aſſure you, that I am, my ever loved Anna, 
{till your tenderly devoted and reſpectful 


FREDERIC DARVILLE. 


LETTER VI. 
Lady Dexaam, to Mrs, HARGRAvE. 


I CLOSE Darville's letter, Anna read it 
with that calm compoſure ſhe ſeems to have 
adopted; but theſe ſtruggles againſt nature 
will never do, when J tell her ſo, ſhe abſo- 
lately attempts to laugh: Are you not a 
whimſical creature, Louiſa ? when I am de- 
preſſed by misfortune, you chide and call 
me weak; when I ſtrive to bear againſt it, 
you again chide me ſor not giving way to 
every emotion, leſt they ſhould ſecretly prey 
on my mind; indeed, my dear, I pleaſed 
myſelf with the thoughts of your extolling 
me for being thus heroic.” T“ 
** On the contrary, my dear Anna, this 
Vor, II. P very 


„ 
very attempt at vivacity diſtreſſes me, be- 
cauſe I know you lock upon the ſight of Dar- 
ville as unfortunate, whereas, I would have 
you think the meaſure of your woe has been 
compleated, and then, indeed, a real ſere- 
nity might enſue, as every occurrence would 
tend to make you happy.” Alas! that wil 
never be, ſaid ſhe, andrelieved her burſting 
heart on my boſom. | 
This was the morning we expected Dar- 
ville's viſit, in the midſt of her tears he en- 
31 = | 
Dear Miſs Jeſſet, how ſhall I convince 
you of my gratitude !” and on one knee he 
killed her hand; too ſerious a ſcene might 
have enſued, but Lavinia came running in, 
O my dear friend, (to Anna) I have 
been looking for you every where, I have 
ſuch a piece of news to tell you ;” on ſee- 
ing Darville riſe from the above poſture, ſhe 
ſtarted, and turning to me, looked exceed- 
ingly diſpleaſed. The very ſudden change 
from the height of good humour, to ſo much 
reſerve, aſtoniſhed me, as I never before 


knew the child abaſhed at the ſight of 2 


ſtranger ; Anna perceived it too, and eat 
neſtly begged to know wherefore ſhe was ſo 
affected; * O! (ſays ſhe, almoſt ſobbing) 
I fee how it is, this gentleman is come to 
marry you, as Lord Denham did my aunt 


for I found him on his knees to her a day ot 
(wo 
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two before he took her from us, and ſhe” 
helped him up juſt like you, but then ſhe 
did not look fo ſorrowful; O dear Miſs Jeſ- 
ſet, your eyes are as red as if you had been 
crying! Ah! I know you are fo good, you 
will not leave us.” Poor Anna could ſcarce- 
ly ay, my dear Lavinia, I have not the moſt 
diſtant thought of leaving you. I never 
ſaw her ſo confuſed, at leaſt, I never faw 
confuſion more ſtrongly denoted, by faul- 
tering accents, and bluſhing cheeks; as to 
Frederic, for ſo graceful a creature, he look 
ed downright ſilly, yet did he give the moſt. 
expreſſive look, and kiſſed Lavinia for her 
artleſs ſpeech. How eaſy was it to read the 
movements of his heart; to me it was le- 
gibly written thereon : ** May this little crea- 
ture be prophetic in her innocence, and I 
be happy as ſhe now concludes me!? 
We chatted on indifferent ſubjects, though 
Miſs Lavinia thus ſtrove to introduce parti- 
cular ones; my preſence might be a re- 
ſtraint on Sir Frederic, but it was Anna's 
previous requeſt that I would not leave her; 
Lord Denham entered juſt as our viſitor was 
departing, he begged him to dine with us, 
en famille, and Darville promiſed to be back 
at four. 
Anna ſeemed greatly to fear ſhe had been 
wrong in ſeeing him; © Methinks, (ſaid 
ſhe) ſince he has accounted: for his conduct 
op "i 
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to me, I am near forgetting the fatal conſe- 
quences of it. O! tell me candidly, tell 


me Louiſa, is it ſtill proper for me to abhor 
the man who has proved his crime to have 
been involuntary?“ by no means, was al 
the anſwer I could- make, for I heard Eme- 


line Hervey on the ſtairs. In ſhe came; 


„O! Lady Denham, I have juſt met the 
{weeteſt fellow! but fo inſenſible, he had 
no more curioſity to peep under my bonnet, 


than if I had been a card-playing dowager 


of threeſcore; I mult have an aukward 
gait to-day; I vow I have caught it with 
mimicking Lady F———,” * A good 
leſſon, my dear Hervey, to be leſs ridicu- 
lous in future; but pray deſcribe this ſur- 


- priſing creature, becauſe I think you may 


have a chance of ſeeing him again, if you 
can dine with us to-day.” | | 


How unfortunate I am engaged! but now 


I think of it, mama ſhall go to Lady 
M r's by herſelf, and I will come to 


vou; but will your Ladyſhip promiſe, that 


this Adonis ſhall be here? as to deſcribing 
him, you are very unconſcionable to expect 
that; how could J pencil down his thouſand 
graces, in the limited ſpace of half a mi- 


nute? thus much I can tell you, Eis eyes 


are dark, and ſo expreſſive, that I, you 
diſcerning friend, am apt to ſuppoſe he was 
in a very animating reverie; his pony 


„ 

tall, remarkahly ſo; it is not that gangling 
kind of heighth, ſo diſtreſſing to the eye, 
but a certain proportion throughout his whole 
form, which gives the coour a happy dig- 

nity. 2 | „ 
? Very well, Emeline, I allow you to have 
made the molt of your ſcanty moments ; 
your portrait is a charming one; but do you 
not think, Anna, that you-could give us one 
ſtill more perfect! there might be an arch- 
neſs in my countenance when I ſaid this, but 
Anna replied, ** No! indeed ſhe never had 
any deſcriptive powers,” and gave me a look 
that averted raillery ; I then brought Arme- 
itead on the tapis: that's true, ſays Emeline, 
he arrived laſt night, but I could think. of 
nothing but this bewitching Phoenix, Icalled 
on Lady Miranda, in my way hither: ;- your 
| faucy brother was pleaſed to be ſatirical, and 
adviſed me to make haſte home, leſt the 
young man ſhould call in my abſence ; now, 
that is juſt what I would wiſh, a zete-a-tete 
with mama will greatly. ſtimulate his curio- 
ſity; to ſee my diſappointment to a lover, 
generally, mends: the paſſion, and I am fo 
humble as to conceive Armeſtead's of the 
improveable nature, but this is a nonſenſi- 
cal ſubject: I had like to have forgot a com- 
miſſion I was honoured: with, Lady Miranda 
wiſhes you would ſpare Lavinia to her, to- 
day, ag her ſpirits are rather low, and the 
Ex child's 


moſt fincerely yours, 


"3 


* child's prattle never fails to raiſe them; 


O! the day when I ſhall have recourſe 
to an infant for amuſement !—Thoughtleſ 
girl!—— was ſorry to hear this of my 
ſiſter, and would have gone to her my- 
ſelf, ' had it been in my power; however, 


Lavinia went with Miſs Hervey, who pro- 


miſled to leave her. What can be the mat- 
ter with my ſiſter ? Her ſpirits are, in gene- 


ral, more equal than any body's I ever knew; 


Emeline faid ſhe would dine with us, if poſ- 
ſible ; and now, I hope, my dear Fanny, 
this chit chat letter will prevent Darville from 


4 depreſſing your mind. . 


I moſt earneſtly wiſh to hear from you, 


| and hope to-morrow will bring me that ſa- 


lisfaction; as yet, the quick ſucceſſion of 
my letters has not given you any time to an- 


ſwer them. | 


Adieu, does Fairfield look as uſual ? Pray, 


has Mr. Hargrave yet married Sally How- 
ard, to young Williams? It is a pity, the 


match has been ſo long delayed; though in 
my opinion, ſhe is much too fine a lady for 


the unaſpiring youth, I am, dear Fanny, 


Lovisa DENHAM, 


— 


1E. 


„ 


LE TT E N VMI. 

Mrs. HarRGRave, to Lady DENHAM. 
Mv dear Lady Denham, you imagined 
true, and a little godſon greets you, with 
all the reſpect his tender age can manifeſt. 
My Hargrave's feelings are awakened; 
the tender huſband and fond father ſhines in 
all his actions. Your delightfal prophecy 
comforted me in the hour of tiial, and I now 
thank Heaven, it is fulfilled; let me aſſure 
your Ladyſhip, I ſeize my pen, the firſt 
moment I am permitted, to thank you for 
the truly intereſting letters, with which you 
have favoured me. I perfectly agree with 
you, that the amiable. Miſs Jeſſet's ſuffer- 
ings are declining apace; to know we are 
undeſignedly offended, ftrongly palliates the 
fault. Darville ſhould be forgiven, by every. 
law, human and divine. Thus we loſe the 
diſtracting ſenſation of being angry with 
thoſe we love, and other griefs, the lenient 
hand of time, I truſt will meliorate. I think 
Lavinia's entrance extremely apropos; a pa- 
thetic ſcene was beſt avoided, and as to the 
allies of a child, they are only to he laugh- 
ed at; her's, I allow, might create the very 
| | " "ON 


| „„ 
thought you ſpeak of, in Sir Frederic's bo- 
ſom; and, no doubt, beam'd ſo tranſcen- 
dantly in his eyes, when he met Miſs Her- 
vey. By your account, I judge that lady's 
ſpirits are reſtored; yet, am. I inclined to 
think, ſhe had not totally forgot Mr. Arme- 
ſtead was arrived, though ſhe ſo long de- 
layed mentioning the event. 5 2's 
I F hope, nothing particular, affects my 
dear Lady Miranda ; I am certain, her La- 
dyſhip wilt be much vexed, at an unhappy 
affair that has happened at Fairfield: You 
enquire. if Mr. Hargrave has married a cou- 
ple; about which, you have been ſome 
time intereſted: No] the indiſcreet gil has 
eloped with an officer, who lodged. a few 
weeks in the neighbourhood, and by what! 
can learn, it muſt be the Captain Glandore, 
J ſaw: at Denham Place: Surely it is pre- 
meditated villainy ; or from what motive, 
could a young man of faſhion, bury him- 
felf in an obſcure village, where he is ſo 
wholly unacquainted ? The poor old farmer 
is inconſolable, the picture of deſpair ; he 
this morning went one way, whilſt Wil- 
liams went another, to ſeek his daughter; a 
note was found in the dairy, with theſe 
words, I fly a union, which would have 
made me miſerable; it is perjury, my fa- 
ther, to give the hand without the hean. 
The Captain, is in full poſſeſſion. of _ z 


CC 5 » 
read, and learn, how much I 45 * re- 
fined principles, the | greatly palliate 
my conic „ Pot dels creature ! She 
ſets out to ſea upon a ſhattered plank, -and 
puts her truſt in miracles for ſafety, Who 
would have ſuſpected this, after the excel- 
lent admonitions ſhe had been honoured with, 
from Lady Miranda, and your Ladyſhip ; 
by which, I am ſure, the former entirely 
atoned for the error, ſhe. once, through 
miſtaken kindneſs, led her into, | 

Hargrave is lily coming to ſteal my pen, 
that I may not fatigue myſelf with uſing it: 
Bleſs me? who do I fee at his etbow ? | 
In continuation. My dear Lady Denham, 
it was my beloved father, without my know- 
ledge, he had intreated him, in the tendereſt 
terms, to viſit his grandſon ; Can this inftance 
of my huſband's goodneſs, ever be eraſed 
from my grateful mind? My joy is exceſ- - 
five ; never did I know true happineſs until 
this charming period; a mother's feelings 
are yet unknown to my amiable friend; but 
a ſhort time, and ſhe will experience the de- 
light, which now dilates this burſting heart 
of mine. Miſs Hervey does not deſerve an 
infant, that' can either amuſe herſelf or 
friends: far be it from me, to wiſh her ſo 
great an infelicity ; rather may ſhe have, 
when her hour arrives, a little one, ſo en- 
gaging in its ways, as to reprove her for eve- 


IF 


0 


ry thought, injurious to an infant's power of 


pleaſing. At N 18 | 
-__ {- Your Ladyſhip's affectionate 


FnANCES HarkGRave, 


LETTER. VIII. 


Lady DENHAM, to Mrs, HARGR Ave, | 


I am truly ſhocked, at poor Sally's im- 
prudence, and my ſiſter equally ſo; but I 
. truſt, the old man will find her, and that 
| ſhe will return with him, in the full ſenſe of 
every error. I have no doubt, of the de- 
luder being the Glandore, we have ſeen; it 
is an action, by no means incompatible with 
his character. 1175 1 5 
But let me turn from this diſagreeable 
ſubject, to the joy, with which your happi- 
neſs has inſpired me. I felicitate my dear 
Fanny, with true ſincerity of heart; I long 
to ſee my godſon; but muſt be contented, 
With appointing his fond mother to kiſs him 
for me, until my peregrinations are at an 
end. Do not ſpoil him, Fanny, for the 
fake of keeping him entirely to yourſelf, 
but toſs him to every ſtranger ; and though 
he may ſhew ſome-ugly ſymptoms of mil- 
anthropy 
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antliropy at firſt, this plan will at length, 


teach him to be a univerſal lover of man- 


kind; a child that ſtruggles and cries at 


leaving its nurſe or mother, as one that chear- 
fully ſubmits to one's careſſes; O] how 
mortified ſhould I be, were a baby of mine 
to diſtort its face with ſqualling, when 1 
wiſh to ſhew it to moſt advantage; what a 
matron-like theme have I choſen ? 

Bath begins to fill ſurpriſingly; it is a 
place in which one feels ſo perfectly at eaſe, 
that it cannot fail to be extremely pleaſant, 
and in particular to thoſe of my unceremo- 
nious nature. The inhabitants are ſo civi- 
lized, one is apt to conceive they have been 
documented by our Pari ſian neighbours, but 
theſe matters are of too indifferent a nature 
to uxite of to a friene. 

We had the expected company on the 
day I ſent my laſt. At dinner, Sir Frederic, 
elated by. his Anna's preſence, was the en- 
tertaining attentive companion, | plainly ſaw 
my Denham thought him a pleaſing acqui- 
ſition to our ſociety; I may venture to ſay, 
Anna's ſentiments were nearly funilar.. 

Miſs Hervey aimed at a little flirtation, 
but he was rather above her mark, though 
he behaved to her with the politeneſs of his 
nature. R 110 

After dinner, a lounge in the garden was 
Propoſed, and into a little parterre of flow- 
l. . ers 
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ers we ſallied; if there is but the ſhadow of 


a ſhady bower, or one ſpot more ſequeſter- 
ed than another, your ſighing ſet of beings 
are ſure to find it out. * 

I, leſs ſublime, had diſcovered a grape 


vine, and was going very generouſly to ſhare 


my ſpoils with Anna and Miſs Hervey, fay- 
ing, the gentlemen had long arms of their 
own, but looking round, I perceived I was 
deſerted to ſtand gazing and trying to recall 
them, with my eyes, was no very ſenſible 
ſcheme, neither had Ia Stentorian voice, and 
the garden was not quite ſo expanſive as 


- thoſe at Fairfield, or Denham Place, 6 
with a bunch of grapes in either hand, I ſet 
forward to ſearch: for the runagates; behind 
 aw-apple-tree, I found Emeline ; ** O] Lou 


iſa, do not tell Lord Denham where I am, 
he has vowed to be revenged on me for 


ſtealing his ſnuff- box; indeed, indeed, | 


« was only innocently trying to break him 


e of the vile cuſtom,” indeed, indeed, Eme- 


line, you are a mere kitten, you know he Is 
incorrigible in that point, and only laughs at 
our attempting to teaze him out of it; with 
this, I left her to the full enjoyment of peep- 


ing through the boughs, and went to ſee for 


the reſt. In an arbour at the bottom of the 


garden were the lovers; Darville caught My 


hand.“ Lady Denham, I have been plead- 


ing che cauſe of an enamoured heart, in 


6 which 
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« which love is both plaintiff and defen- 
* dane.” : +1; | 

A favourable iſſue await you, and I tried 
to withdraw, but Anna begged me not to go, 
ſaying, the ſubject Darville had choſen, 
would never do to dwell on, and I knew her 
too well to ſuppole ſhe could lifter with any 
particular attention: thus, my dear Mrs. Har- 
grave, it is moſt probable theſe two amiable 
perſons will ever remain ſingle, for the ſtrict 
notions of delicacy one poſſeſſes, and which, 
for the life of me, I cannot condemn. All 
might have been well, had Lord Jeſlet's rage 
= leſs frantic ; well might it be ſaid, 
that | | 

Anger is a ſhort frenzy of the ſoul, *© 
Which mutt be rul'd, or rule.” 
happy for thoſe. who have ſufficient reſolu- 
tion to make ule of the tight rein ſo very re- 
quiſite. By many incidents, I have heard 
from Anna, her father muſt have been ex- 
iremely paſſionate, though ſhe will not allow - 
him the ſhadow of a fault. How I have 
digreſſed from the arbour, no matter, for we 
left it after what I told you paſſed, and re- 
turned to the houſe, where Emeline was 
Playing on the Piano, to make her peace 
with Lord Denham ; ſhe has ſkill without 
judgment, that is, the ſkill to pleaſe, by her 
own ſprighily variations, in the moſt affettu- 
oſo ſtrain. | | 
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A card came from my filter, ' her ſpirits 
were better, and ſhe ſhould expect to meet 
us at the rooms. Anna objected, but the 
motion was ſtrongly reprobated, and we com- 
plied with Lady Miranda's requeſt. Horace 


Armeſiead was of their party, I never ſaw 


a young man ſo agreeably improved, he 
ſeems merely to look upon Emeline as a fine 
girl, nor can I fee the ſmalleſt partiality in 
his behaviour to her; whereas, on her part, 
there is a prim timidity when he addreſſes her, 


that gives me a violent inclination to laugh, 


ſo totally opoſite is it to the lively addreſs, 


with which ſhe parries the fine things ſaid to 
her by other fine gentlemen : O! the migh- 
ty power of love! in general, it renders the 


gay grave, and the grave melancholy ; fue: 
ly, I bad all its pleaſures, without its tor- 
ments, for no change did it perform in my 
diſpoſition; O ! my dear Fanny, I have a 
kind of philoſophy co-mixed with my other 


qualifications, that ſaves me a world of per- 


turbations, others are perplexed with. 
Anna's mournful garb, which ſhe ever 
wears, excuſed her from dancing; Darville 
was idle in compliment to her, and we made 
a party.at whiſt, for ſorry am I to ſay, I can- 


not dance again, until a certain probationary 
term is expired ; I am prodigiouſly pleaſed 
with your maternal effuſions, do not forge! 


to hug the boy for me, and to give my com- 
| -  pliments 
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pliments to Mr. Hargrave, and your worthy 
| Your affeQionate, 


Louis a DitxnH am. 


LI T2 IX, 


Capt. G. AN Dok, to Capt. DALRYMPLE. 


Has old Charon wherried you over to 
the Elyſian fields? are you anxiouſly wait- 
ing to hand the old Lady, your grandmo- 
ther, into the boat ? or paying your devoirs 
to ſome fair one, equally well firicken iu 
years, as a more expeditious method: of ob- 
taining the ſummum bonum of earthly joys. : 

This, I believe, would be your derniere 
reſorte, as you are no friend to matrimony, 
bow advantageous ſoever it might prove: 
In this, I perfectly coincide with pur wor- 
ſhip, for which reaſon, I generally chuſe to 
flirt with married women ; fay but a few 
loft things in a Miſs's ear, and ſhe imme- 
diately expects you to pop the queſtion, al- 
teady preparing the proper anſwers, deter- 
mines, with a modeſt aſſurance, (which we, 
poor fellows, ſhould be happy to attain) to 
tell a confounded falſehood ; ſhe has never 
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yet thought on the ſerious ſubject, but her 
Papa's pleaſure will be her law. It is high 
time to leave. her to the full enjoyment of 
her /aws, when ſhe begins to take my ro- 
domontade for go/pel, and away I fly to 
ſome ſhackled charmer. 

About two months ſince, I was at a je, 
given at Denham Place; you tell me you 
have heard of the Denham and Cecil fami- 
lies; this was at a ſeat of my Lord's, at 
which the Cecils were on a viſit, 

I never beheld a group of lovelier wo- 
men, never 'were maſques fo happily pre- 
cluded, though at ſuch an entertainment as 
this, they were rather to be expected. 
Mrs. Johnſon, (whoſe huſband is at Gi- 
braltar, and herſelf at Cecil's, during his 
abſence,) is a prudiſh, bewitching angel, 
and appeared to me, fair-game for a little 
innocent gallanttryyy 
I ſtrongly lamented her huſband's misfor- 


tune, in being neceſſitated to quit ſo much 


beauty, ſne ſmartly ſaid, ** It was the duty 
of a ſoldier's wife, to ſubmit to the ſuper- 
our claim of fame and glory, this by no 
means diſencouraged me from rattling en 
in my uſual ſtyle, and in two or three viſits 
more, (vanity apart) I perceived I had made 
a conqueſt. I felt an indifference I ſeldom 
do feel on theſe occaſtons, however, ſeeing 
the lady would very incontinently w__ 

: ol 
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ſort of objection to a trip to the Continent, 
pour paſſer ſe tems in the Colonel's abſence ; 
| ay, in tfeſe circumſtances, to have ap- 
peared backward, you are much miſtaken, 
friend, if you imagine I did. No, no, the 
very plan was concerted, but this Cecil has 
proved a perfect Argo, upon my ſoul, he 
is only fit to wear petticoats, and be Duen- 


na to ſome damſel, requiring a ſtrict eye 
over her conduct : a glorious thought, by 
Jupiter! I would not only have him, but 
every buſy meddler, ſerved the ſame : Ah! I 
warrant the ſly rogues, with all their mora- 

lity and nonſenſe, would now and then caſt 

a wiſhful look at their fair charges; whilſt, 
like the mortified Tantalus, they would on- 

ly have a conſtant view of what they could 
never attain. | e 

But to proceed with my ſtory; the poor 

woman was ſo unfortunate, as to drop a 

very critical letter ſhe had written to her 

hero, wherein ſne appointed to meet me at 

Fairfield: ſhe had formed a ſcheme entirely 

to elude their vigilance; the Cecils came 
directly from Denham Place to Elrington, 

without deſigning to ſee Fairfield until they 

returned from an expedition to Bath; Mrs. 

Johnſon, under pretence of fetching ſome 
Jewels ſhe had forgot, and which would be 

very eſlential to her appearance, was to drive 
her own capriole for the purpoſe, but on 

; Q 3 meeting 
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meeting me, her faithful Henry, to give 
the reins into my hands, with free permiſ- 
ſion to drive her wherever J beſt pleaſed, 
leaving her ſervant to follow her, obedient 
to her will, or return with what account he 
choſe. All this has been prevented, through 


her careleſſneſs; whether the two families 


have conſpired to make her as preciſe as 
themſelves, or their united watchfulneſs de- 
feats any new plan, I cannot determine, 


but I have only heard from her once ſince, 


and that with ſtrict injunctions, not to write, 
until I receive further inſtructions, but {till 


to keep my poſt at Fairfield: to tell youa 


ſeoret, Dalrymple, difficulty has by no 
mans had the uſual effect of ſtrengthening 
 thEpaſſion ; indeed, it never did correſpond 
with the indolent /anz froid of my diſpoſi- 
tion. This is as much as to ſay my chief 
buſineſs at this time, is to bruſh off as de- 
cently as I well can, Though I contrived 
to amuſe myſelf at Fairfield, by way of 
interlude; the prettieſt, fillieſt little roman- 
tic daughter of a neighbouring farmer, uſed 
tottip through the meadow, with an air of 


mote than common ſmartneſs; at laſt, I 


made two ſteps down ſtairs, let myſelf 
out at the wicker-gate, and with impa- 


tience, my ſeven league boots I ſtided 


after her; the damſel was alarmed, and 
ſpoke her terror in unexpected language, 
"Je g $2 I cried; 


-. do CES ok - e tro - «© my 
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| cried ; © What pity ! that ſo delicate a 
« form ſhould be devoted to the rude em- 


« hrace of fone indecent clown.” This 


lucky quotation did more execution, than a 
hundred extempore compliments, and the 
fair one ſeemed to think, I ſpoke from a 
knowledge of what ſhe moſt confidently 
revealed to me, that ſhe was on the brink of 
being married to a young farmer by her fa- 
ther's command, but totally againſt her own 
mclination ; a moſt fortunate predicament 
for me to find her in, It was an eaſy mat- 
ter to perſuade her romantic ſpirit, of the fin 
of marrying the man ſhe hated. Of two 
evils, ſhe has ſince very wiſely reſolved to 
chuſe the leaſt, and two days fince, very 
prudently put herſelf under my protection. 
Me came poſt to London, where we ar- 
nved early this morning : as yet, ſhe keeps 
me at a wonderful diſtance, but it appears 
to me as if I ſhould ſoon teach her better man- 
ners, I mean from my own determinations, 
for really her conduct gives me no hopes of 
the kind. I will anſwer for it, her intended 
clown ſtands ſcratching his empty pate, and 
wondering where on yeart/ ſhe can be gone, 
by the time his conſiderations are at an end, 
and the itching of his noddle, allayed, he 
is welcome to find her, and then, perhaps, 
ſhe will be leſs haughty than he has hitherto 
found her; O] ſhe will be the meekeſt, * 
* 7 me 
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meſt wife! and the poor animal have great 


reaſon to be obliged to me, though as you 


may ſuppoſe, I tame the ſhrew more for my 


own pleaſure, than for his. | 
The little ruſtic is already fo metamor- 


phoſed in her appearance, that I think her 
fifty times handſomer than ever I did; her 


Fairfield habit ſtie has locked up in a cloſet, 


SS 
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and, in imitation of the ſhepherd at court, 
views them twice a day to keep her humble, 
you ſee ſhe thinks herſelf much exalted; w/c 
folks would not agree with her there, and, 
indeed, I who do not pretend to ſuch wil 
dom, am rather dubious about the matter, 


ſo adieu, George, and write ſoon to your 


. Sincere Friend, 
is REO HENRY GTANpeRI. 
8 15 ; 5 
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LETTER X. 


Lady Dennam, to Mrs, HARGRAYE. | 


-gence, and only when you can write with 


i 3 eaſe to yourſelf, do I defire to heat 


m you. 


a Bath is a terreſtrial paradiſe, I ſhall be ſorry 


when we leave it; do you know I am be 
fi | - come 
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come an utter gadabout, and Lord Denham 

talks of ſervinz me as the Egyptians ſerved 

their wives, keep me without ſhoes,” to pre- 

vent me from roaming: were it in a Euro- 

pean huſband's power to be fo arbitrary, 
we (11d ſoon ſhew them the extreme folly 
of it, by bringing up the faſhion of going 

barefoot, and after a ſhort time, we ſhould 

be innured to it, as well as the poor children 

we ſee about, for are not our feet compoſed 

of the ſame materials ? 

My brother has not the ſmalleſt remains 
* his indiſpoſition, yet ſomething ſeems to 
prevent his uſual chearfulneſs, and Lady 
Mira is ſympathetic. 6 

Darville is become our unten viſitor. 
Anna withes to teach him a Platonic ſyſtem 
which he cannot learn; he was ſo urgent the 
other day, on the ſubject of his love, that 
ſhe told me very ſeriouſly, the firſt time we 
were alone, that ſhe muſt return to the con- 
vent; I determined to make her repent the 
very idea, by communicating it to Sir Fre- 
deric, on his firſt appearance, which I really 
did, and moreover told him, her ſtrong Peer 
dilection towards the veil. _ 

He was aſtoniſned, and vowed, from that 
time, to leave his paſſion to her mature conſi- 
deration ; ſly fellow); he well knows, that 
our complaints Wear away with our years, 
and objects loſe ran in our imagination, 

as 
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as concern for the loſs of them, inſenſibly 
decays in our mind: this alſo ſeems, my 
dear Mrs. Hargrave, 'to be your opinion, 
when you talk of time reſtoring Anna's hap- 
pineſs. - | . 
The decrees of Providence are unf ahom- 
able to us finite beings, but in all human 
probability, it appears to me, that my dear 


friend will never know true felicity, I mean, 


whilſt ſhe is an inhabitang of this ſublunary 


world, though I moſt tenderly wiſh every 


idea, that thwarts her pleaſure, to be buried | 


in oblivion ; how have I fallen on this pain- 


ful ſubject? 
Lord and Lady Manſdale are at Bath, I 
made enquiries after Captain Glandore, her 


is London, I faid I heard he had paſſed a 
weeks at Fairfield, ſhe really could not 


think it, as Harry was never fond of ſuch 
delightful glooms ; it was impoſſible. after 
this to mention your ſuſpicions, it likewiſe 
would have been of little avail, for his li- 
bertiniſm to his gay ſiſter, js matter of ad- 


miration. O, the frailty of the age! (ays 


your moralizing friend, 


Lovisa DENNAM- 


LETTER 
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Mrs. HARCRAVE, to Lady DENHAM.. 


| MUST not ſuffer your Ladyſhip to 
call me an-invalid; my health and ſpirits 
are better at this time, than they have been 
for many months paſt,” for all around me, 
is ſmiling happineſs. I with the boaſt were 
general throughout the village, your wiſhes 
are favoured. /- — FO WT 
The thoughtleſs Sally is returned with h 
father; he traced them to London, and en- 
quired where the Captain lived, at Lord 
Manſdale's ; this was by my advice, and it 
proved fortunate, for he gained the deſired 
knowledge, and proceeded. to the Captain's 
houſe, in Soho- ſquare. 7 135473 
Without making'any enquiries, he open- 
ed the parlour: door, whilft a country lad, 
who let him in; ſtood ſtaring with aſtoniſn- 
mem. 1 . TEES 
Glandore was in a ſupplicating poſture, 
and my dear creature, be leſs rigid, faluted 


the farmer's ears. I wiſh to God, (fays 


the afflicted father,) you had never found 
her half ſo complying as you have done, to 
my ſorrow, and her own too, as it will moſt 
ſurely prove.” | Sally 
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Sally on ſeeing him, ſcreamed, and faint- 
ed. Ah! my good friend, is it you? fays 
the Captain, with his uſual bronze, but why 


teke us thus by ſtorm ? a very unexpected 


manceuvre, but nevertheleſs you may mean 


well, fo ſhake hands, old boy.” The guilt. 


leſs farmer ſpurned him; affronted virtue 
had well nigh raifed his: arm againſt his in- 
jurer, but, contempt, and honeſt indigna- 
tion, lei me call it, reſtrained him; Young 


man, ſays he, I am not come to parley with 


you, but to ſnatch my once-innocent girl 
from the jaws of perdition come, Sal, 
chear up, if thee will return to the right 


2xay, 1 will never remind thee of this dead- 


Ay crime; ſo come along, and bleſs God, 


that thy poor feather-has found thee, for his 
head would ſoon have been laid low, if thee 
hadft gone on as thou has, begun,” ſhe te- 


covered, and willingly prepared to obey the 


call of true paternal love, for to uſe her own 


words, ſhe had thought the Captain an an- 


* 


gel, until that morning had diſcovered his 
cloven feet. As they were quitting the 
room, ſome latent ſparks of henour ſeemed 
to kindle in the Captain's bofom ; ** Stay, 
farmer, ſtay, ſaid he, and let me, in ſome 
meaſure, vindicate your daughter; I, with 
all the art of youthful gallantry, attacked 


her weak fide, and drew her from you, but, 


by my honour, I did not believe her ſo in- 
8 nately 
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nately virtuous, as ſhe has ſince proved her- 
ſelf; amiably unknowing in the ways of 
men, ſhe firmly expected to be my wife, 
nor did I attempt to undeceive her, until this 
morning, when I thought it high time to 
throw off the maſque, ſhe appeared truly 
ſhocked, and you may judge by her wil- 
lingneſs to leave me, how rejoiced ſhe was 
at your appearance. | 

Her character, I fear, is injured, though 
ſhe is poſſibly more innocent than her aſper- 
ſers are; as ſome ſmall atonement, do me 
the favour to accept this trifle,” and he offer- 
ed a fifty pound note; it was rejected with - 
diſdain, as well as the flattering tale, by 
which he detained the farmer, but that I 
firmly believe to be juſt, as to Sally's conduct, 
by the abhorrence ſhe ſhews to his vile de- 
ligns, and her own weakneſs in concetving 
them. honourable, and I am pleaſed to ſay, 
I have brought her father to be of my fa- 
vourable way of thinking. 

Williams returned from his purſuit this 
morning ; though his florid countenance 
brightened with joy, at the ſight of his mif- 
treſs, he could ſcarcely brook the mortifica- 
tion of being leſs ſucceſsful than Mr. How- 
ard, who exultingly cried, ** Are you not 
aſhamed, Johnny, to be outdone by an 
old man ? but do not hang your ears, for I 
verily believe it more thy misfortune, than 

Vor. II, - thy 


* 6 


= 
= 6 
KY 

* 


thy fault.“ (I was with Sally at this time) 
* Zounds, as a man may ſay, I done m 

part in the affair, tho' as ill luck would have 
it, I have been following a jack. o-the-lan- 
thorn, and little thought you and Sall were 
fitting by your own fire fide, as if nothing 


had happened; you muſt know, Meaſter 


Howard, Thomas, the hoſtler at the Falcon, 
ſays to me, the old man has-got a wrong 
ſcent, but, I can tell you, Meaſter Williams, 
which way to go; I faw what Tom was af 
ter, fo tipping him a teſter, I got all | 
wanted out of him, and ſo ſays he, I faw a 
poſtchaiſe and four go the North road, and 


2 may with good riding, overtake them 
the ſecond ſtage: this was enough for me, 


442 
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Was never for letting the graſs grow under 
me, and / on I ſpurred to the ſecond ſtage; 


I could not help laughing in my ſleeve, at 


you, Meafter Heꝛvard, and as if a judgment 


was to fall on me, for being ſo ſpiteful, 


Dobbin took fright at a loaded als, and 
down comes I in the ditch, I only got well 


ſous'd, and was glad when I ſhook my arms, 


to find they were ſtill able to give the Cap- 
tain his due, / cleaning myſelf as well as! 
could, I purtued my journey, and arrived 
at B——. I was certain ſure I had got them 


- faſt, but drew in my horns when I heard 


they had left the Caſtle about an hour before, 


they told me I might, with a poſt chaiſe and 


four 
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four overtake them, but I muſt not expect 
to do it with poor old Dobbin, / leaving 
tim in good hand, I ſet off poſt ; zooks, I 
never travelled ſo well ſince the laſt election; 
thought myſeif as great as the Captain, 
and as I whirled along, conn'd over all the 
bitter things I would ſay, to make him a- 
ſhamed of his baſe doings, this beguiled the 
time, and before believed myſelf half way, 
they ſet me down at the Inn; there, there 
they are, ſays one of the lads, that drove 
me, and pointed to a gentleman and lady 
who were getting into the chaiſe, I had pur- 


ſued, but lord, they were no more like -our - 


Sal and the Captain, than my Dobbin and 


Jenny to Squire Cecil's beſt hunters ; a Miſs, 
ſeemingly juſt come from boarding- ſchool, 


and a tall ſwaggering fellow, a Paddy from 
Cork, I'll warrant me, but what care I for 
them? I could have ſworn like a trooper, to 
think I muſt return ſo fooliſhly without my 
errand ; again I thought, why ſhould I do 
lo, for I have money enough left to take 
me to London, and to London I'll go : No 
looner ſaid than done, with Johnny Willi- 


ams, I was ſure of helping you in your 
ſearch, Meafter Howard, if I could do no 


more, what ſhould I hear at Mrs. Howard's, 
your couſin's, but that you and Sall were 
gone to Fairfield the night before, ſo I &en 
makes the beſt of my way home” here 
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Lady Denham, the farmer took breath, and 
I dare ſay you are of opinion, that he ſtood 
in need of it; excuſe my giving you the re- 
lation, as the loquacious Johnny gave it us, 
but had I ſtudied for new words, I ſhould 
never have remembered particulars which 
you might with to hear. 

Sally very prettily ſaid, That ſhe was 
extremely ſorry for the fatigue he had gone 
through on her account, and feared it would 

never be in her power to make him amends,” 
« Yes, that it will, ſays he, if you can but 
bring yourſelf to like me. | 

** Your couſin has told me how well you 
reſiſted the fine fangled Captain, and I love 
you better than ever, beiter than he did I pro- 
miſe you, for if I was as great as he, or any 
gentleman in the land, I ſhould be as happy 


- , to, make you my wife, as I ſhall be in my 
Poor fituation.“ | 


Sally was really affected, Then take me, 
ſays ſhe, and I will do my beſt to be worthy 
of ſuch goodneſs,” | 

The old man bleſſed them, and I was 3 
delighted ſpectator of the pleaſing ſcene; 
they are to be married to-morrow, and | 
Sally can learn humility, they may be hap- 
Py 3 William is really opulent through his 
own induſtry, and a worthy fellow, though 
an illiterate huſband for a girl of Sallys 


refinement, I have adviſed her to be _ 
ö 
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ful of not leſſening his conſequence, by 
ſhewing the advantage ſhe has over him in 
ſome reſpects, for an aſſuming wife is what 
few of the lordly creatures can put up 
with, _ 

I ſhall take the liberty to admoniſh her on 
other ſubjects, and as ſhe ſeems to think 
me her friend, I hope ſhe will be attentive. 

She ſays ſhe ſhall die with confuſion at 
the ſight of your Ladyſhip, and Lady Mira 
I tell her you will both look with the eye of 
lenity on her paſt failings, and rejoice to ſee 
her amiable and good. 

I have been ſo prolix in the account of our 
Fairfield lovers, that I have not time even 
to talk of my William's improvements, or 
what is ſtill dear to my heart, my huſband's 
tenderneſs. ; t 

My dear father and Hargrave think them- 
ſelves honoured by your remembrance, and 
deſire moſt affectionate reſpects. 


I am ever your Ladyſhip's 
very ſincere Friend, 


FRANCESS HARCGRAVE. 
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Capt. GLANDoREs, to Capt. DALRYMPLE, 


G EORGE, I give you leave to ſet me 
down in the beok of ninnies, as your learn- 
ing is ſtupendous, I doubt not, but you 
know of ſome ſuch catalogue having eſcap- 
ed the preſs, if not, immediately draw one 
out, and place me at the head, for I, (how 
my under jaw falls as I write) have been 
awed by the virtue of a country girl, and 

_ ſuffered her to eſcape, when I almoſt thought 

I vas on the point of ſubduing it; and where- 
fore did you? cries your ſagacious worſhip, 
Conſcience man, or ſomething like unto it, 
gave me the ſlyeſt twitch, I ever felt of the 
kind, and not only prompted me to reſtore 
the old man his daughter, but to offer a 
decent ſum by way of ſtopping their mouths. 
I thought avarice and age inſeparable com- 
panions; but this Howard refuſed my fugar 
plumbs, and with ſo much haughtineſs too 
in his ſun-burnt viſage, that I twiſted my 
Papillots, and felt of very inconſiderable 
conſequence by the ſide of him. 
Pray did you ever in your life of mdf 
#raſurance, experience this ſame confounded 

i * ſenſation 
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ſenſation of feeling ſmall in one's own ima- 
gination | ſay, didit thou never feel a gradual 
or rather a ſudden decreaſe. in thy natural 
height, ſo that thou han began to think the 
time of thy tranſmigration was at hand, and 
thou to be in future a wretched reptile craw- 
ling on the earth? I do not ſay theſe were 
abſolutely my ideas, becauſe I do not hold 
by the Pythagorean ſyſtem, as- thou doſt , 
but upon my foul, Howard and his daughter 
together, have ſhrunk me ſo prodigiouſly, 
that I cannot help thinking myſelf. to this 
minute, a very inſignificant dwarfiſh kind 
of animal. Who muſt I apply to for a gentle 
exaltation ? The women I believe are the beſt 
phyſicians in ſuch a caſe; and now I think 
of it, I will write to dame Higgins, mine 
hoſteſs at Fairfield, to know if there are any 
letters from Mis.” Johnſon; and yet ſome- 
thing whiſpers me, (O Lord! what will be- 
come of me!] if twitches of. conſcience, in- 
ward whiſperers, and the devil HAD what 
all are thus to attend me in everFfandertak- 
ing, all this in a parentheſis,). buit;le&ft you 
ſhauld. forget the beginning of thegntence, 
I fay ſomething whiſpers me, thatithe pur- 
ſuit after the fair Maria, or rather an atten» 
ton to her purſuit after me, will by no means 
aſſiſt my ſelf-importance; a talking bout 
with. Cecil, will unavoidably be the conſe- 
quence, and to involve his family in forrow, 

Ox 
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or go myſelf a vali deal ſooner than ] defire 
to other regions, is much too great a ſacri- 
fice to madam Johnſon's beauty; do you 
not think I am wonderfully advanced in a 
moderation of prudence, the next thing, you 
will expect to hear, that I am reſolved to 
lead a new life, and be a worthy member 
of chriſtians ſociety; no, no, it is time 
enough ſome fifty years hence, to enliſt 
under ſome Whitfield of the age, and pi- 
ouſly repent of paſt follies; at preſent, vr 
la bagatelle, is the beſt motto to the e/prit 


egare of 
Your Friend in fleſh and ſpirit, 
Henry GLANDORE, 


L R. T TE R - XL 
Lady DENHAM, to Mrs. HARGRAVE: 


I CRAVE your pardon, Fanny, Jou 
have given me ſufficient proof of your capa- 
bilities, in the writing way, and I am exceed- 
ingly obliged to you for your village anec- 
dote, the termination of which, 1s exact) 
as I could wiſh ; pray give Mrs. Williams 
our warmeſt congratulations, and tell her, 

we hope to find in her and her worthy be 
: , 


4 es RGA WHHhh es web 


( 59 ) 

mate, laſting inſtances of conjugal felicity ; 
happy, thrice happy is your. Louiſa, that 
they will have the bleſſed examples in their 
Vicar's family. | | 

The moſt material occurrence that has 
fallen in my way fince I laſt wrote, is a let- 
ter my brother has received from Wilmot ,, 
as I had not time to-enter into a detail of the: 
contents, I have procured. leave to ſend it 
for your peruſal. 0% 

Darville and Anna go on as uſual, he 
thoughtleſs youth with a mind fevered by 
love, has ſpoken an intention which Anna 
muſt not ſuffer him to execute; he propoſes to- 
ſeek her brother, and to bring tidings of his 
health and ſituation ; a worthy fellow may 
be loſt in the attempt; by what art is he to 
diſcover Lord Jeſſet's place of exile, whe- 
ther in Europe, Aſia, Africa, or America? 
In ſhort, Fanny, the ſcheme is madneſs ; 
but theſe lovers (trite as . the obſervation. 
may be) are the moſt unaccountable ſet of 
beings-under the. Sun; I divert myſelf with 
their tricks and fancies, for an hour together, 
[ tell them I parted. with my dear, little en- 
tertaining pug to-pleaſe my Lord and maſter, 
and thought at firſt the loſs was grievous, 
their company has taught me to forget his 
pretty ways, or rather not to. regret them, 
by kindly amuſing me with ſome of a ſimi- 
lar nature; Darville will talk of flames and 
darts, 
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darts, until he glows again with the ſubject, 
when lo} a ſudden chillneſs appears in Anna's 


conduct, and as Johnny Williams very ex- 


| e has it, He draws in his horns 
and looks hilly ;” ſo have I ſeen poor pug 
deſtroying a muſlin apron, with eyes ſo 
fierce and ſparkling, I could likewiſe ima- 
gine his animated face, to glow with pleaſure 
at the pleaſing deed of. miſchief, when ſud- 
denly his fond, though angry miſtreſs, 
damps his joy by a look expreſſive of reſent- 
ment, and with: part of the apron in his 
teeth, he ſubmiſſively endeavours to aſſuage 
her wrath. 


But this dear pair of turtles are ſo unluck- 


Hy circumſtanced, I cannot give free ſcope 
to my raillery, without appearing. callous 
where I am moſt ſuſceptible. W herefore, 
I chiefly confine it to Armeſtead and Eme- 
line; the youth I now perceive, is wonde- 
rouſly inclined to hug the dart, and he is ſo 
manifeſtly Lady Hervey's favourite, that 
Mira and I are induced to think with our 
huſbands, that there is little doubt of his 
being her fon in law; nor do I marvel at 


her ladyſhip's partiality, for although he is 


ſometimes through inadvertency guilty of 
little etourderies; his apologies are delivered 
with a certain ſimplicity, which not only 
procures him immediate remiſſion, but gives 
one a pleaſant idea of his good humour; 

| a Armeſtead's 
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Armeſtead's character is not calculated to 
inſpire : veneration, but a laughing kind of 
eſteem, you have ſeen him, and may com- 
prehend what I mean by this buagling diſ- 
tinction. 

Emeline ſees, exultingly ſees her power 
over him, and her temporary diffidence in 
his company is no longer diſcernible; did 
not I check the riſing thought, ſhe would 
now treat him with the coquetry of her na- 
ture ; but the implicit obſervance with 
which he honours me, gives him a more 
deſerving fate. He will no doubt make 
what is called a formal declaration ere. it's 
long, yet ſo averſe is he to any kind of 
punctilio, that fifty to one but he ſays in 
his own thoughtleſs way, Lady Hervey, 
I love your daughter beyond all women, if 
you are content to beſtow her on a man with 
the paltry income of ſix hundred a year, and 
if ſhe is content to have me, I am happy, 
but if you are both, or either deſirous of great- 
er wealth, you are more mercenary than I 
imagined.” | ; 

I am certain thoſe are his thoughts, and 
he is ſo prone to give them utterance, that 
Lady Hervey will be apt to ſtare, but by 
this time ſhe mult know him too well to be 
oftended, or ſhouid ſhe be ſb, he will make 
his, peace in the uſual ſtyle. : 

What liberties theſe huſbands take! Here 

+ Fanny, 
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Fanny, has this Denham of mine been 
looking over my ſhoulder this hour paſt; 
« Mrs. Hargrave will be tired, Louiſa, if 
you dwell ſo long on one ſubject, and like- 
wiſe, I ſhall be jealous if you expatiate any 
longer on Armeſtead's qualifications, ſo 
come, and perſuade your friend Anna, to 
Join us in a walk to your ſiſter's. 

If you offer to be jealous, Denham, I ſhall 
hate you. No! you have too much generous 
pride for the depreciating paſſion, ſo take 
me where you will. 

Farewell, dear Fanny, I leave you to 
animadvert on Wilmot's penitential epiſt, 


Lovisa DENHa. 
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Grorcr Wilmot, Eſq; to Joan Cecil, 
. Eſq; 


You will be ſurprized to ſee a {ett 
from the perſon whoſe conduct muſt have 
filled your boſom with the ſtrongeſt ind 
nation; with this knowledge, I would nd 
preſume to addreſs you, but cannot truſt m 
vindication to a leſs intereſted perſon. 
O, Cecil, do not think me the villain | 


appeate% 
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appeared, let the mercy of your heart inter- 
cede with your judgment, remember the 
friendſhip of our juvenile hours, and pity 
the horrors I have ſuffered from the crime L 
have ſo recently committed. 
Fortune has given me the means of ref. 
toring what T unlawfully deprived you of; 


but, ſay, is it poſſible to replace myſclE.\ mn 


your eſteem? 

In London you ſaw the ſtyle I 1 in, 
and wondered, as I was not on terms with. 
my brother, how I ſupported it; the reproof 
of kindneſs fell from your lips, but I was. 
ungrateful. | 

You ſoon diſcovered that gaming. aſſiſted 
my appearance; in general, Fortune favour- 
ed me to the utmolt of my ſanguine wiſhes, 
k is a common- place obſervation, that ſhe 
is not to be truſted ; I thought it ſophiſtical, 
and depended on the continuance of her 
ſmiles; miſtaken folly | In an unlucky hour, 


I loſt two thouſand guineas, without a fif- 


tieth part of the ſum to diſcharge the debt 
I told every body my brother was dangerouſ- 
ly ill, not expected to live, and my claim 
on the eſtate, but to raiſe a ſum, I found im- 
poſſible. 


You, Sir, 1 had nearly. tried, and would 


to God I had, but the morality of your cha- 


racter; the Soden n of thoſe we reſ- 


pect, encreaſes our misfortunes, and I fatal- 
Vol. II. 8 + 
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ly. reſolved, to purſue you in your journey; 
I gave Way to ebriety, to furniſh me with 
. courage, for the action; fortified with liquor, 
and covered with a crape, I defied your 
knowledge'of me, the laws of my country, 
and every conſcientious ſcruple; my ſervant, 
by the dint of perfuaſion and bribery, agreed 
tobe acceſſary in the fatal deed, but O] Cecil, 
when I flred at you, I wiſhed the ball to 
reboynd. through my own heart. 
With the unlawful prize, I ſent to diſcharge 
my debt, and hurried to France; in my 
, paſſage from Dover to Calais, I had nearly 
periſhed with many others of my fellow 
creatures, who, I doubt not, were better 
fit to die;-and conſequently more deſerving 
of the mercy we received from heaven, for 
every petil vatiſhed, and we landed ſafe; 
in the Engliſh papers, I read of my brother's 
death; little did I think he was really ill, 
whilſt I uttered for my own purpoſes, what 
I ſo unffraternally wifhed; indeed, he had 
treated my failings with a ſeverity that had 
alienated my affection, ſome diſpoſitions 
mult be ſwayed by gentle means, mine, 
bad as it has proved, in ſome reſpects is 
one of thoſe, and different meaſures. being 
taken, I was rendered callous. . I did not 
come to take poſſeſſion of ihe eſtate for two 
months, being feaiful of appearing in Eng- 
land. I have now been arrived a week, _ 
212 | oy pu 
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put my confidence in your generoſity, for a 
continuation of that clemency you have hi- 
therto ſhewn ; may the God of kindneſs 
ſhower down bleſſings on yourſelf and fami- 
ly, and may the repentant Wilmot find pt- 
ty and pardon in your humane breaſt 


 Gronge Wil Mor. 
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Lady DNRRAM, to Mrs. HaRGRAvE. 
- Ig Nen A TTINETR 2” 
DaRviLLE uges Anna te ſign his 
propoſal with her approbation, ſhe will not 
comply, nor will ſne abſolutely refuſe; in 
fact, her deliberation ſurprizes me. 
Is her heart, (worn out by ſorrow): dead- 
enced to the finer ſenſations? or What motive 
can I aſſign for this unſeaſonable tepidity ? 
Should the amiable, the intrepid Frederic, 

find Lord Jeſſet, and reſtore him to a ſiſter's 
arms, ſhe will not reward him with her hand, 
unleſs he could alſo emerge her father from 
the ſilent tomb, preſumptuous thought if 
angels are allowed the privilege of 1 
what paſſes here below, Anna's father muſt 
long ſince have forgiven Darville, whoſe in- 
voluntary crime has been long ſince waſhed 
„een 1 away 
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away by plenteons tears of repentance for 
the fatal conſequences ; and his preſent ſtate 
of uncertain love, is certainly a needleſs 
addition to. the chaſtiſement he has already 
received: Vet with the ſentiments every 
breaſt muſt feel in favour of this wortby fel- 
low, and much as I wiſh him to be the huſ- 
band cf my friend, J ſhould be cautious as 
Anna's ſelf, of appearing indifferent to the 
melancholy fate ofa revered parent: thus how 
is ĩt poſſible for me to adviſe? ſentiment points 
out one path, and pity for ſuffering worth, 
dictates another; Anna's own heart mult be 
{he arbiter, and there ſentiment reigns unrival- 
ed; yet Darville, doomed as he is to hope- 
leſs love, muſt not engage in this vain purſuit, 
dan, at leaſt it appears io me, let Anna with 
patience. wait the expiration of her brothers 
allotted term, if he lives, he will moſt proba- 
bly. return,, if not, Fanny ſhould ſhe be dif- 
appointed but the thought chills me with 
horror, certain I am, ſhe. would fink in lo- 
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ſing her life's chief anchor, | 
Bo he misfortunes of my. friends are apt 
to make me grave, if there is not a ſpeedy 
alteration in the face of their affairs, which 
at preſent there is too ſmall a proſpect of, l 
ſhall become the moſt hypocondtiac creature 
you ever heard of; ſomething, muſt be done 
io prevent ſo great a. loſs to ſociety, as my 
entertaining ſallies, and lively actions. Euire 

5 : 36 nous, 
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ww, ray dear Fanny, though I have not 
found marriage the tomb of love, it has 
ſomehow. proved the tomb of my vivacity, 
when a certain event is over, perhaps it may 
return with a keener edge for being ſo lon 
dormant, or tell me, Fanny, do materna 
cares oppreſs the mind, and give a thought- 
fulneſs before unknown ? Come hither, Lay 
vinia, let me fold thee in my arms, and 
pray that I may be as happy as thy fond 
mother. Who is it ſpeaks the tranſports of 
2 parental breaſt on beholding.a “ daughter 
thoot up like a fair, but modeſt flower, and 
acquires day after day freſn beauty and 
growing ſweetneſs, ſo as to fill every eye 
with pleaſure, and every heart with admira- 
tion ? while like that ſame flower, ſhe ap- 
pears unconſcious of her opening charms 
and only rejoices in the hand that chears, and 
the ſun which ſhelters them.” Such is our 
dear Lavinia, and ſuch may ſhie continue, 
as the ſparks fly upwar ds. | 
In this, I fend you my brother's anſwer 
to Wilmot, and tell me (to carry on the ſtyle 
of my above quotation) if you do not think 
it worthy the hand that wrote, and the heart 


+ 


which dictated it. 
I am, deareſt Fanny, 
6: es | Moſt ſincerely yours, Nö 
| | Lovisa Denman, 
Re LE T- 
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Jous Cx cis, Eſq; 10 Grone Wiruor, 
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Vou had my pity and forgiveneſs, as 
oom as I recovered from the delirium, into 
Which you raſhly threw! me. As a young 
man, running headlong into deſtruction, 
you ſtrongly claimed the firſt, and chriſli- 

anity ſigned your pardon i 
Jour reaſon for not attacking my friend- 
ſhip in preference to my perſon, 1 have ſome 
difficulty to admit of; I did not think mora- 
tity had worn ſo ſtern an aſpect, truſt me, 
Wilmot, I would joy fully have lent the ſum, 
to have relieved the diſtreſſes of a friend, let 
him be involved by the oinniſcient power, 
or the frailty of human nature; the latter 
being your caſe, I ſhould moſt probably 
have remonſtrated in the gentle warmth of 
trendſhip, ſuch remonſtrances / you were 
wont to excuſe, ere pride, the too general 
conſequence of a luxurious life, obſcured 
your reaſon. Alas! luxury is an exotic, with 
much trouble nurtured in the cold region; at 
length brought to the heighth of perfection, 
and the bane of many. Now, George, 1 


-- 
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your time to beware of its baneful influence. 
I truſt you have forſaken every former: 
haunt, and are reſolved to taſte the untainted 
pleaſures of a country. life; je in opimon 
with that wiſe man, who n 
firſt in the village, to the ſecond. in. Rome ; 
above all, I would Oo Ne 2 the 
ſureſt means of confirming domeſtic com- 
fort, and prevent your ſeeking happineſs in- 
dependent of your home, and may the diſ- 
intereſted love of an amiable woman direct 

pour choice. | 7h 
With reſpect to the ſum I have inſt receiv- 
ed, give me leave to return half, which I 
requeſt you Will prefent to the miniſter of 
the pariſh, to be diſtributed as his judgment 
directs, amongſt the diſtreſt families; within 
forty miles, and I ſhall do the {ame by the 
remainder at Fairfield. .-. 1. r 4. 
I ſhall require of Mr. Hargrave-a faithful 
liſt of relieved perſons, and dare ſay, you 
14. purſue a ſimilar plan with his fellow de- 
; egate, 14 | N DE. "= Dor. | 
As the ſum made very little alteration in 
my affairs, when I imagined it loſt, I can 
very well diſpenſe with it, now it is regain- 
ed, and think it will be of infinite more uti- 
lity in the world, diſpoſed of in the manner 
LW thus projected, than if in my poſſeſ- 
JIU; | VALE = cf : n 1 72 
I have little more to add, than thanks for 


. 5 
( 
your kind wiſhes in favour of myſelf and fa. 
mily, may you deſerve every bleſſing it is 
in your power to enjoy, and forget, (as |. 
ſtrall . do) what ever may tend to embitter 
them,” believe me Wilmot, 
I am otic of Four ſincereſt friends, 
En THAN [SHI enn Sb ne 
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op” 


** ; FY 4 © # g 2 . _— ” n 
d 4 4a * L ! % 4 n — 1 9 
: — 


een bed nor to 1 
ße Hon. Miſs Jesse r, to Madame De 
In 220 £0167 F 2 
en 2 DTS, LAuR ENS. F 
1 1 2 i. . A TIFF + ; 1 
IBI N Pa pleaſure in writing to you which 
is only equalled by my Louiſa's converſation 
and, Darville's company, you flyly add no, 
my dear Madam, that pleaſure is fo cruelly 
allayed by certain thoughts, that it may al- 
moſt be mentioned in the other extreme. 
T tald you his offer to, feek my brother; 


ſo hazardous an”enterprize! | 
be AE NTTNS .” 
. Feen $13 Bf) 4t | G2 ; : 
It is mecefſary to ohſerve, Miſs Jeflet never neglect- 
ed her correſpondence with this Lady, but as Lady Den- 
ham wrote on the ſame ſubjects to Mrs. Hargrave, her 
letters being of a leſs melo ncholy nature, and as a ſtander 
by, ſde could make deeper obſeryations, than the perſun 
immediately concerned, they have hitherto been given, a3 
Judged. moſt acceptable to the reader, j 


\ 


Alas !''what' right have J to engage bim in 
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Yet by ſome ſecret power, I am, as it were, 
ſuſpired to acquieſce in the propoſal ; Louiſa 
is ſurpriſed, I do not immediately, without 
heſitation, fruſtrate a thought which love, 
more than reaſon, has given birth to; but I 
do think I muſt leave it to Darville's own 
determination; for when my tongue would 
ſpeak a negative, I am, by ſome means, 
impelled to drop the ſubject. 

If I loved him, as Louiſa ſays I do, ſhould 
I not dread ſo long an abſence might teach 
him to forget? for though we are told it is 
the hardeſt ſcience: for a lover to learn, we 
ſometimes find them attain it, or whereſore 
ſo many forſaken maidens ? but I believe 
the obſervation true, that nothing contributes 
more than travel, to enlarge the mind, and 
render it ſuſceptible of the tender paſſions. 

When the p1 
off by the ſtudy of mankind, the heart is 
expanded with the warmth of - univerſal 
benevolence; Darville is already a convinc- 
ing proof of this aſſertion, I doubt not the 
continuance of his love, and to have my 
beloved brother, my Edward, reſtored 10 
me by his means, appears to me the happi- 
eſt compenſation I could ever know for paſt 
ſoro m e oy ei 

I have ſeen many of my former admirers 
during my ſtay at Bath, but I muſt be 
ſtrangely altered, for not one betrays the . 
[1308 „alen 
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ejudices of education are corn 
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ſmalleſt knowledge of me, Ah ! my dear de 
St. Laurens, a blootning girl of ſixteen, and 
a, pile: ſkeleton in her one-and-twentieth 
year ate very different objects. I ſometirhes 
obſerve this to Lady Denham, ſhe cries, my 
dear Auna, IViſh I could once fee you di- 
Pleafed with being forgotten, a little vanity 
 wouldiconfequent!y enſue, and probably in- 
duce you to. pay ſome attention to your 
health; tlie only reſtorative your beauty can 


Fo. Indeed, my dear Madam, this too 


anxidus friend accuſes me unjuſtly, I really 
take, every medicine preſcribed ; but not 
without ſome compunction, as I' canng be- 
lieve myſelf fo ul as they ſeem to think me, 
not being ſenſible of any pain fave the never 
ceaſing one of my heart, but let me not 
communicate the fmalleft particle to yours, 
{well know it to be too ſuſceptible, 
And like the needle truec 
Turns at the touch of joy and woe, 
And turning, trembles to. 

Vet do I concur with every ſentiment of 
Mrs. Greville's beautiful ode, and think in- 
difference the greateſt calamity incident to 
tue im art EN 
We are ſhortly to quit Bath; I propoſed 
returning with the Fairfield family; but how 
can I quit my friend! an awful hour ap- 
proaches, which promiſes an increaſe to her 
preſent” felicity. 5 
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Soon after the event, we are to return 
to Denham Place; but what pleaſes me 
wuch, is, that my little Lavinia accompanies 
us to London; her aunt inſiſis upon it, her 
charms are too exuberant. to be buried n 
obſcurity, never was a child ſo doated on as 
this ſweet girl. She teſtifies a ſtrong attach- 
ment to Darville, as ſhe now thinks he has 
no notion of taking me away, for, ſays ſhe, 
told him one day when we were alone, 
how unhappy it would make me, and he 
was ſo good-natured as to ſay, he would not 
vex me for the world, nom do you not think 
he is tgo good, Miſs: jeſſet, to tell ſtories? I 
would not tell one if it was ever ſo.” 

Nor do I believe ſhe would, were it to 
ave her life, ſo deeply is every Progr? ſenti⸗ 
ment engra ven on her tender mind. 5 

Adieu, my deareſt de St. Laurens, writ 
ſoon your letters, the balmy effuſions of a 
friendly heart never fail to give me the ſince- 
reſt fatisfadtion ; Louiſa loves them; and 
dwells on every line for your ſake. Lord 
Denham ſays, never wornen fo well-deſerved 
to be canonized, and when theſe tumultuous 
times are at an end, he will fly to ſpeak the 
reſpect inſpired by gratitude 55 ſo ſweetly 
enamelling the precious part of the treafure 
he has the happineſs to poſſeſs. 

With the ſincereſt ELLE 
Affection, I am, - yours, ” 
ANNA JESSET. 
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Mrs; Haren Avr, to o Lady bann 


Ho O W can 1 caffciently 4 oo ex» 
cellent brother? his letter to Hargrave a 
companied yours io me, my huſband has 
appointed me his aſſiſtant in the delightful 
office; and yeſlerday morning at ſeven 
| o'clock began my tour through Fairfield, 
and the adjacent villages. 

As it is my cuſſom to call and chat amd 
the villagers, they were none of them ſu. 
prized to ſee eG. 

My fult viſit was to an old gardener and 
his wife, they were juſt fitting down t0 
breakfaſt, and begged I would partake, with 
which I chearfully complied. ** Well, dame, 
have you heard from your ſon lately | y 
“Ves, madam, we had a letter yeſterday 
was a week, and though we are joyful to 
hear he.is well, we are adly grieved on ano- 
ther account.“ | 

I hope he has not ak his command- 

a ing officer, but if he is humble and unaſſum- 
— as his ae there is no danger of 
at. 


Tae: lttle compliment gladdened their 


faces 
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faces with the roſy hue of modeſty. © No, 
Madam, he is a good boy, though we ſay 
it, who ſhould not ſay it,” and why ſhould 
we not ſay it,” puts in her huſband, ** when 
it is the comfort of our lives, to think ſo.” 
« Aye, very true,” and the old man gave 
| fair play to the loquacity of his wife. 

Madam,“ ſays goody Dulſon, The 
matter is this, poor Tom has not contrived to 
make both ends meet, and fays, if we will 
but lend him a ſmall trifle, he hopes to repay 
it a hundred fold ; now this, God knows we. 
would do if we could, as ſoon as look at it ; 
but here I have been ſick, and not able to 
ſpin, my good man there, breaks apace, 
and cannot work as he once did, which 
makes times very hard with us; in ſhort, a 
morſel of bread is all we are able to earn.“ 

I aſked them how much their ſon deſired, 
No particular ſum, but if they could fend 
him two guineas, they would be very hap- - 
Py, and they would take care to adviſe him 
to be more thoughtful in future, although to 
be ſure, they could not expect old heads to 
be placed on young ſhoulders” “ 

This ſeaſonable remark deſerves to be 
conſidered by parents in a more exalted 
ſphere, than this worthy couple. 

For though every flippancy of youth is not 
to be encouraged, the firſt error ſhould be 
but gently: ſhewn in a proper light, ſo that a 
Vol. IL I ſenſible 
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ſenſible mind will love the lenient hand, and 
endeavour to keep the amiable reſolution it 
inſpires ; had poor Wilmot been thus taught, 
his extravagance might have been converted 
into a proper generoſity, but I ſhall ſpin my 
_ epiſile to an unconſcionable length, if I mo- 
ralize on every adage] hear in my ſeveral 
viſits. of 01 TRE 5058. Ti 18 2 el Rey 
I began my liſt with the Dulſons, and! 
think I may inſure them a comfortable win- 
ter, a ſeaſon they greatly dreaded; the ex- 


pectation of reljeving their ſon, gave them 


new life, and I proceeded to many other cot- 


a 


tages of ſimilar appearance. 


3 * Amongſt all their diſtreſſes, they joined in 
acknowledging the bleſſing of a. generous 


landlord. Induſtry drove penury out of doors, 
but poverty was too forward a gueſt to be 
totally excluded. As I attbwed but half an 

hour to each family, I reached the next vil 
lage by one o'clock. _ i i 
The firſt cottage that ſtruck me, was, if 
poſſible, ſmaller than any I had yet viſited, 
but neatly thatched and white-waſhed. 


Before the door, was a ſpot, of ground on- 


ly turfed, and incloſed by wooden pales. [ 
opened the little gate, and was met at the 
door by a decent looking woman, | who ap- 
peared to be about forty. I begged leave 
to reſt myſelf a ſhort time, 2 ſhe moſt 
civilly ſet me a chair by the fire ſide. 

A wa e 2 I looked 


— e ff feikm. 
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1 looke around me with pleaſure, and 
iſcvered:1 was in the habitation of a 
nan, for in the moſt | conſpicuous 
part of Me room was hung, a tattered regi- 
mental Eoat, over the chimney a rapier and 
bich had both ſeen better days, nor 
was the cartouch-box forgotten, for that we 

alſo placed in vie p. 2 

The owner of theſe” things 0 1 
knew him for La vinia's penſioner, and he 
immediately recollected ſeeing me with 

Lady Mira, 

_* You Was my cottage, Madam, when 
do the worthy family return to Fairfield ? I 
flatter myſelf, they will be pleaſed to ſee 
me thas ſettled, I long to embrace my little 
benefactreſs, and tell her all my comforts. 
Molly, my dear, fetch, a bottle of your 
currant wine; the firſt ſhe ever made Ma- 
dam, and F hope you will think it good!“ I 
| praiſed it as it deſerved, and the honeſt ſol- 

dier was elated at his Molly's ſucceſs. 
*,You ſeem now, my good friends, to be 

feated in eaſe and comfort, after all the pe- 
rils and dangers of a military life. I have 
nothing to do now but to look at theſe dear 
reliques, and think of paſt exploits, they are 

the only -ornaments my room can boaſt, 
nor would I exchange them for the richeſt and 
molt valuable hangings I could be preſented - 
with, I was in the army many years, but 
| T2 never 


3 ee twenty e he mon 
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never held a higher rank in it th ehen, 


and as ſuch, I truſt, I did my 


like Lad the Roman veteran, 


all before; and none Þrfhoxd. Thus bY po- 


oeeded, The hardſhips, I had already gone 
through, rendered me fin to go through 
more; infirmities crept on, and J found 
myſelf, much againſt my inclination, obli- 
ged to reſign. A noble Lord engaged to 
procure me a penſion ; I am. forry I ever 
doubted his honor, but with ſmall hopes of 
his ever per forming his promiſe, I determin- 
ed to come and end my days in this coun- 
try, and hoped to find ſome temains of my 
family, but every relation nearer than a ſe- 
cond couſin I hear, has been long fince laid 
in their grave. 

In my journey hither, 1. through the 
good Lord Elrington 's pak; I was fatigued, 
and reſted on the ſteps of his Lordfhip's ob- 
28282 my ſpirits were oppreſſed with 

the idea of want: th 
means, I was relieved; and not only then, 


but ſince, I have had reaſon to bleſs the love- 
ly child. 


My wiſe was reftored from the bed of 

- ſickneſs by heaven, and Lady (Miranda; 

with her benefaction, we improved our 

wretched tenement, and whilſt I Was a 
| 


rough Miſs Lavinia“? 


C79.) 


ing in what manner to earn our bread, I re- 


ceived a letter, informing me of my penſion Re 


being granted, which filled me with grati- 
tude, and this, Madam, has decided my 
preſent comfort: but ſtill a little farm will 
keep me from being idle, and I intend, with 
the bleſſing of God, to have one; my bro- 
ther farmers may laugh at the old ſoldier, 
but he will not be above receiving their in- 
ſtructions, if they will be kind enough to 
give him any.” 

I think, Lady Denham, this poor man 
deſerves. a fmall ſum to purchaſe his farm, 
but to do him juſtice, he refuſed to enliſt 
his name where a more diſtreſſed perſon _ 
might be placed, fo I ſhall leave the ar, 
to Mr. Hargrave's judgment. 

I returned home with a long liſt, and to- 
morrow I am to accompany Hargrave be- 
yond the limits af our own pariſh. 

It is near a week ſince my father left us, 
but not without enjoining us to return his 
viſit in a very ſhort time. 

We propoſe going as ſoon as Mr. 
antes; who is to be our curate, as agre 
before he took orders ; this young man is 4 
great favourite of mine; I ſuppoſe all our 
Fairfield laſſes will be ſetting their caps at 
him, but he is too young to think of matri- 
mony, at leaſt, ſo fog wiſe folks would 
tell n | 


5 T 3 | Adi leu; 
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Adieu, my dear Lady Denham, give my 


hncere love to. the amiable Miſs Jeſſet and 
your brother's: family, you muſt not ſuffer 
gravity to ſteal upon you, for gravity in one 
of your lively diſpofition, betrays: a ſecret 


 - - melancholy. 


Beheve me your Ladyſhip's = 


' FRANCES HARORAI. 
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LETTER XIX. 


| Hor act ARMESTEAD,. Eſq; to Captain 


—  DALRYMPLE. 


I AM altered in ſome reſpects, yes! I feel 


myſelf a convert to the belle paſſion, and ma- 


ny other belle ſenſations ; but ſtill, George, 
Lam the ſame indolent fellow you ever knew 
me, as my long ſilence has fully demon- 
ſtrated ; any man. but myſelf would be in- 
toxicated with pleaſure at this dawn of hap- 
pineſs now opening to my view, I on lam 
delighted, but not elated to ſo violent a de- 
gree; to Cecil I ſtand indebted, do yo 
know he had nearly given up the point, 
from a moſt abſurd objection of mine, to 
making a formal declaration; he offered 

SS. | write. 


„„ ( )- 14775 
vnte r pliced | 
in my hat, previous to my interview: with - 
Lady Hervey and her fair daughter. How! 
ndiculous did he make me feel by this pro. 
poſal, and 1 ſallied to Lady Hervey's in 
full determination to come. off with flying 
colours. | 
Emeline was netting on the fophs, and 
her Lady mother reading at the window. 
Do not let me interrupt your Ladyſhip, | 
I will aſſiſt Miſs: Hervey in her netting.” 
Do ſo, Armeſiead, I am reading an in- | 
tereſting flory.”” le 
As fair an opportunity Wen a pation / 
as man could wiſh, hear how I began. 
* How would you like, Emaline, to un- 
de at night all the knots you tie in the day? 
I am no ſuch patient grizzel, unleſs . 
Penelope like, I uſe that method. to 1 1" 
the male creatures at bay. We 
Did the old women never tell you, that 
you might one day tie a knot in a hurry, 
that you might wiff to looſe at leiſure? ? 
No, for if they __ I never encourag- 
ed ſuch an impertinent ſuppoſition.” ' 
4 You really think, (for I love to be 
plain) that you ſhould never repent entering 
the holy ſtate of matrimony y ?; 
TAP No, truly, for if the good foul Who 
falls to my lot uſes any manner of means to 
make e e  moft: aſſurediy 
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matters, they would never give ine à mo- 


but 1 can ſeawely believe you ſerious.”..” 


5 at a ofs for converſation, and, intereſting 


„ .- navecheandt®: f 


| | 1 * { | 
lofe his 1 ſee me diſappoint kim, by 
retaining my good humour; as to. pecuniary 


ment 's concern, for were I ever obliged to 
retrench in my appearance, the variety of 
the caſe, I do think, would amuſe me vaſtly. 
Dear creature theſe are exactly the 
ſentiments my wife muſt poſſeſs; and vith⸗ 
out further ceremony, I declared myſelf. 
At the concluſion of my ſpeech, ſhe 
i laughed heartily, which was no ſign of her 
diſpleaſure, - and requefted permiſſion to 
ſpeak to Lady Hervey on the ſubject. 
* You may do as you will, Armeſtead, 


Never more ſo in all my life;” Lady 
Heevey at that moment laid down her book, 
Well, good folks, you have not been 


as my ſtory N van moltly attended to | 
yours.” _ 1 
it ond, e tha was vaſtly fly, for 
| my part, 1 thought you were ſo intent on 
your ſtudies, that I have been agreeing to g0 
to Scotland with Armeſtead, and ſaying a2 
thouſand pretty things that you ſhould not 


There is little 8 FH e 8 

N to Scotland, Emeline, I have, (to deal ho- 
neſtly,) too long wiſhed ſuch an union, to 
be anf obſtacle io its completion.” © 15 


4 i } 

Her Ladyſhip ſaid this with ſuch an air 
of ſincerity, and at the ſame time ſaved me 
the formality of opening the affair to her, 
that I could have kiſſed her n 
ſcenſton. 

Thus my nn was happily 
compleated ; I gave up to cuſtom. 

Faith, | believe, the girls of the preſent 
age, would _ he que themſelves edi 
married, unle queſtion ene wit 
due preciſion. 

Thus, is your fiend Horace, in a fair 
way to reſign his liberty ; Cecil, and Lady 
Mira, Lord and Lady Denham, have given 
me this zeſt for matrimony, _ I with it 
were tranſmitted to all the ſingle people in 
Bath, t _ 4 were as fortunate as 1 


Fray y, George, are you nor ac ed 
with one Glandore, of 40 1 guards, it i arne . 
me that I heard you mention. him ; has he 
ever ſpoken to you of the Cecil family ? 
tell me this when you ne a——_ IE 


oon. 
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The Hon. Miſs Hearer, to- 100 
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Eren, Nn | 


1 


Arrzg ul, Came, 1 . 
for the wife of a private gentleman; the 


man muſt be poſſeſſed of a decent aſſurance, 
to lay his inſignificant ſix hundred a year at 
my feet, and if I had the becoming ſpirit 


once had, I ſhould trample on it with pro- 


| indignation; ; | but this love, almighty 
we, is a wretched leveller, and the once 


baughty Emeline, is half inclined to be 


contented ; to be ſure, the pretty little pa- 


pers my mother has it in her power to pre- 


ſent him with, may enable him to improve 
his cottage in Worceſterſhire, and treat me 
with a jaunt to London every ſecond winter; 
ſay, Caroline, will you acknowledge ow | 


ruſticated friend? 


Perhaps, you may expect to ſee me arrive 
Joan like, behind my honeſt Darby, a grave, 


decent coloured riding habit, with a ſafe- 
guard over it, to prevent ſplaſhes, a large 
_dowdy bonnet, in the lieu of a plumed, 


and cockaded beaver, to keep my locks 


within proper bounds, a curl unpinned, 


would 


— 
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would almaſt be prejudicial: to the charac- 
ter of the farmer's neat little wife ; no, no, 
your-Ladyfhip is miſtaken if you ſuppole 
all this will be the caſe; I ſhall ſtill retain 
my rage for dbing things in ſtyle, though 
perhaps: the fuſty ſfyie I have deſcribed 
might be the propereſt for Mrs. Armeſtead 
to appear in; however, the ſpirited charac- 
ter of Emeline Hervey, is not to be entirely 
loſt in the primneſs of the country gentle Wo- 
man; #1377 27 WITHIN | eie kes 
Are you not amaaed at my mother? did 
you ever expect ſuch moderation on her 
part? a title and a coach and ſix, was the 
leaſt ſhe ſeemed to promiſe for her darling 
daughter, by the way, Armeſtead has ſome 
expectations, and people of a certain 

are apt to rely on thoſe, though the preſent 
moment is all ſuch a giddy mortal as myſelf 
can think ofl % St eb e 


- b 


in SOM ae MITE 


The creature preſſes for an early day, and 
when he is importunate, he looks fo hand- 
ſome'with his dark blue eyes, aquiline noſe, 
white teeth, not forgeting his two or three 
dozen of manly pitis, that really, Caroline, 
if you do not take care, I ſhall have the ſtart 
of; mu. b od > om t eb He 
Tou demure damſels muſt be wonder- 
fully ſecure in your. own charms, or you 
would never have; gourage to | avert the 
evil hour (muſt I call it) with ſo much dex- 
a . terity, 
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terity, as I have ſeen you practiſe; have I 
not ſeen Lord Stanfield ſigh and languiſh, 
and die with anguiſh, Oh what a pretty 
poet this love makes one) for theſe twelve 
years (or months) paſt, and all the mitiga- 
tion he received would be a kind ſmile, with 
indeed. my Lord, you muſt wait until I can 
bring myfelt to think with proper compo- 
ſure, on the important fubject. 
This is your Ladyſhip's deliberate manner 
of going on, nor are you ſingular, for here 
is the dove-ltke Anna, tantalizing a charming 
fellow, with no one oſtenſible reafon for ſo 
doing; until they will both be reduced to 


beautiful ſhadows, and fitter to be ſhewn in 


merit ſtruggling through misfortunes ? that 


Salmon's wax work, than to engage' in the 
world: joking a part, I am ſhocked at the 
| viſible decline of this lovely girl; with her, 
Bath has loſt its efficacy, for. alas! the is 
many degrees in a worſe flate of health than 
. when ſhe arrived. What has a ſtronger 
claim to our. compaſſion than beauty and 


this is Miſs Jeſſet's caſe, I have not the 
ſmalleſt doubt, but Lady Denham is pari- 
cularly reſerved, when I hint a thought of 
that nature, it does hurt me to be denied the 
. ſecret, not ſo much for being a diſappoint- 
ment to my curioſity, as for being thought 
unworthy the confidence of thoſe I love, and 
never did 1 feel a ſincerer veneration 4 


Cu) 
two perſons, than I do for Lady Denha 
and her friend Anna. WY, 
They are beings of a ſuperior order to 
our common race of females, for my part, 
I content myſelf with being an humble 
imitator of their numerous perfections. 
What a pity! that larger part of the beau 
monde will not take this ſame unaccount- 
able whim of being good, and tranſmit 
ſome virtues by imitation, to thoſe who are 
ſo eager to ſurpaſs them in their failings! I 
am led to this. reflection by the number of 
the Canail/e ; Bath now begins to be replete 
with a Grocer's wife from Smithfield, and a 
Lady of equal rank from the Borough, 
will ſhew away with the brilliancy of a 
Counteſs ; whilit-their good men are pinch- 
ing at home, and cringing behind a coun- 
ter, to prevent a bankruptcy, Theſe are 
the induſtrious tribe of contented huſbands ;- _ 
but others, on being forſaken by their wives, 
ſalkily. ſmoak and fot, and negleCting their 
affairs, ruin inevitably enſues : dear heart, 
how canie I to be ſo wiſe ? but, upon my 
honour, theſe are the ideas which ſtrike me 
on ſeeing the dainty dames appear in our 
circle, ; 18 
I muſt dreſs for the rooms, I'll not dance 
with Armeſtead, it looks ſo particular, yet 
how ſhall I refuſe?? | 
This-will ſerve to conſider on whilſt my 
Vol. II. hair 
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hair is dreſſing, if the diſpoſition of s curl 
does not take place in my re am! 
eee A 


EN. ELINE Hexvey. | 


T0 n 


rern . 


Capt. e to Capt Darn yarn 


| WII AT could that wats Atmel 
mean, by the query you tell me of? I can 
hardly ſuppoſe you informed him of my 

ne ſenſical affairs with Mrs. Johnſon, it is 
at ver I promiſe you, goody Higgins took 
care to fend a moſt delectable ſcrawl from 


the Lady to Lord Manſdale's, which I have 


ſince had the pleaſure of receiving ; Oh.! 
woman, woman, fertile of ara ſo 
prone to frailty. 
In this epifile, my fair enamorata tells 
me, ſhe has hit on an expedient to reward 
the anxiety her own heart tells her mine 
_ muſt have undergone : ſhe-would remind 
Mr. Cecil of her engagement to viſit Ireland, 
and under the appearance. of going to that 
kingdom for a few months, would fly to 


the arms of her faithful Henry. Before I 


had time to anſwer this, as my reſpect for 
GN would have det; a ſecond letter 


— * 


G 


arrives 
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arrives at my houſe in Scho; but mark the 
difference, the bitterelt invectives are ſublli- | 
tuted for her former expreſſions of truth and 
tenderneſs; perfidious, ufigrateful man] to 
caſt one look on a clumſy ruſtic afier daring 
to ſeduce her love, henceforth ſhe will re- 
nounce-the faithleſs ſex, with a long et ce- 
tera, I have not patience to recite ; but do 
not think me deficient in civility to a poor 
woman, who has uſed her beſt endeavours 
to make me het happy protector; on the 
contrary, I have written 8 the politeſt let- 
ter you ever read, which 1 ſuppoſe ſhe will 
tear to atoms, and wiſh the author annihi- 
lated : hoped ſhe would enjoy all poſſible. 
happineſs, in. the Colonel's return, and not 
of leaving the worthy family. ſhe was 
with, as they were molt decidedly her beſt 
Fieads -her reſolulion of 3 my ſex 
. A ſake, Was ſo very laudabje a one, 
ö 0 hat I was very happy to have inſpired her 
with it, and fs it intitled me to the 
honour of ſubſcribing myſelf her very ſin- 
cere friend; do you think, George, this 
will give her any idea of ſhame? I fear not, 
ſhe mutt be a hardened diſciple of ſin, to 
make the advances ſhe did to your humble 
ſervant, and flattered. as my vanity might 
be, L was ſhocked to ſee the dopray! * cf ſo 
Iklieate a ſorm. 
80 your friend, Horace is ging 10 be 
; 92 married; 


+ ; * 
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married; the laſt thing I ſhould have ex 
memes to hear from your account of him. 

am tempted to think your worſhip is on a 
like ſcent, from the long ſtay you make at 
Derby, one would imagine it were the fa- 
ſhion to change and reform the ſentiments. 
I am imperceptibly ſtealing into the whim, 
how long I may continue in it, is a matter 


that cannot juſtly be determined by yours 


ever, 


. 
LETTER XXI. 
' Lady Danna, to Mis, HARCR AVI. 


Lox D, Fanny, you frightened me out 


of my wits, I have a ſecret - melancholy; 


truly, my dear, I never had a ſecret in my 
life, becauſe I ever was of opinion, that 
Joys when extended will always increaſe, 


And griefs when divided, are huſh'd into 


% peace. e 
and what an argument is this in favour of 
waz happiness 
My ſiſter and I almoft envy you the de- 
lighiful office you have been engaged in, 
Peace to the worthy ſoldier in his new habl- 


tation, Lavinia is wild to viſit him, but : 
—— ; vil 


» ' Hewky Gr anDoRE, | 
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will be fone time before ſhe enjoys the (a> 
tisfaction, 
Monday 8 is "gppointed fax: our 8 
departure from Bath; my brother and ſiſten, 
Mrs. Johnſon and hyle John, go the-Fair- 
field road, the reſt of your friends to Lon- 
don: Darville, you may depend upon it, 
follows the ſteps of his beloved Anpa. 8 
My aunt and Emeline ſtay a fortnight | 
longer, as does Horace Armeſtead, who is 
indiſputably to be our cuſin. 5 
Emeline, diverts me much by her very | 
prudent reſolutions to be a good wife ; ſo 
much ceconomy, . ſo much nonſenſe, one- 
would think her proſpects were Poor indeed! 
whereas her fortune, united with his, will. - - 
enable them. to live 1 in an exceeding. genteel 
ſtyle, though as he is fand of rural ſports, 
it ĩs moſt likely they will ſpend. moit of their 
time in the Tountry, and what of that? the 
remoteſt village in England has now acquir- 
ed the refinements (though perhaps not ſo 
far gone in the follies) of our metropolis. I 
declare to you, I have ſeen no newer ele- 
Lange, of. dreſs in this polite. place, than I | 
did in our own neighbourhood ; very few - 
Sir Francis Wron Leads now jolt to London 
in the lumbering family vehicle, every Miſs 
has ſufficient influence to perſuade papa of 
me bean neatneſs and pleaſant conſtruc- 
ee 1A modern cartiage; but I was talk- 
the U — 2 N | | ing 


_ 

ing of Emeline and Horace; no doubt but 
Lord and Lady Elrington (who are highly 
Pleaſed with the match) ' will behave with 
their wonted generoſity, when ſo-agreeable 
an occaſion draws it forth. Armeſtead in- 
treats Emeline to name an early day; to do 
ber juſtice, ſhe ſhews a proper averſion from 
prudery, yet does ſhe pofitirely infiſt on not 
being married till ſpring; the. ſeaſon, ſhe 
ſays, inſpires a general harmony; the prof- 
pect of returning effulgent ſummer, render- 
ing us in good humour with ourſelves and 
all mankind, and Lady Miranda ſo ſtrongly 
agrees with her it this argument, that ſhe 
ſeems in a fair way to-gain her point. 
Would to Goc my poor Anna had as 
ſweet a proſpect of happineſs as Emeline, I 
had almoft ſaid, I fear ſhe has a chance of 
greater. O] Fanny, if you can pity diſtreſ- 
ſed friendſhip, teach me what tender allevi- 
ating method I can take to fave her corrod- 
ing forrows, fiom thus oppreſſing her ſhat- 
tered frame. Her appearance is complete- 
ly formed to melt a heart of adamant, O. 
tell me then what her Lovifa's muſt endure, 
which has long been ſoftened by the ten- 
E 

She has too late acquired the reſignation 
which is now ſeated on her heavenly brow, 
F never gave myſelf time to conſider the 
extreme alteration in my beloved friend, 


* 


until yeſterday moruing. > 


# 


8 
-  Ghe was ſitting at work in my dreſſing 
room, This work bag, Louiſa, I intend 
for you,” as ſhe uttered the words, a ſud- 
den unaccountable faintneſs ſeized her, 
which, though it ſhockingly debilitated her 
whole frame, did not render her inſenſible; 
terrified beyond utterance, I rung the bel], 
and her woman came running in; I was 
nearly as ill as my friend, O! ſays Burton, 
our Ladyſhip muft not be alarmed, my 
Lady is ſubject to be thus taken, I have 
ny time found her ſo when ſhe has been 
lone; Anna waved her hand to ſilence her, 
though ſhe could not ſpeak ; you may judge 
her account did not any way tend to com- 
poſe me, indeed I was ſincerely affected, 
and could not forbear ſhedding a flood of 
tears; Wn iD L 23 : 
Anna recovered, and: became my com- 
forter, I tried to chide her for deceiving me, 
but I could only love and admire her ten- 
derneſs. | | DS 
I have ſince ſpoken to the moſt-eminent_ 
Phyſicians; they give me hopes, and as 
her diſorder is moſtly on her mind, are of 
opinion, that the London amuſements mo- 


derately partaken of, may be conducive to 
reſtore her. LOR | 
The dear creature promiſes to be obedi- 
ent in every reſpect, nor do I doubt her 
amiable compliance; I am unfit for every 
WOES I | \ ' ſubject, 
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ſubject, after this; yet cannot omit inform- 
ing you, that my brother has received Wil- 
mot's account of the charitable-dfiribution, 
it is very much torhis ſatisfaction, and we 
are well convinced, Mr. Hargrave's will 

te the _ area Bt 
7 after Þ . Louie, Diane 


BR * * 2 


ge K * * E R XK. 
bend the Sanz to the Sans, - 


* Y ſiſter will 88 you this, give | vr. 4 
Hargrave my affectionate compliments, (do 
vou allow affection to paſs between us Fan- 
ny!) and the little lad a tender ſqueeze. by | 
my expreſs deſire. | 
Now, farewell Bath, and all its. pleaſures, 4 
fo exactly ſuited to my, taſte. Darville takes 
the vacant ſeat in our coach; I forgot to tell 
you in my laſt, that the matter is decided, 
Anna will not permit him to ſeek her bro- 
ther. She, dear girl, perceived her Louiſa 
tacitly diſapproved the adventurous ſcheme, 
and 1 do think, has ſtudied. to be of the 
ſame opinion,” one cannot ſuppoſe Darville 
1s excecdingly diſappointed, for it mult have 
been death to him to leave his Anna in ſo 
ee a ſtate of health; - his oyn, I am 

dͥqaeelighied 
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delighted to tell you, is much improved 
fince-we firlt ſaw him, my friend is better 
too; through the good Doctor's preſcriptions, 
and a dawn of hope. revives me, her come 
plaint is hectie, it is ĩimpoſſible to conceive 
how beautiful ſhe appears through the feve- 
riſh-glow it gives her countenance, I could 
fometimes, were T not too- well convinced 
to the contrary, miſtake it for the bloom of 
health; to ſuch, my Fanny, may it be 
changed in a' ſhort fpace of time. They 
bear misfortunes beſt who ' conceal them 
moſt, then ſurely Anna ſuffers after a right 
manner; for my part, I cannot endure to 
ſee it, when ſhe poured forth her' griefs in 
the hour of anguith; ſhe rather inſpired pity, 
for her want of reſignation, than the tender 
ſympathetic S with ier! now 
view her ſufferings. 

I ſhall begin to think 1 a Pa of pro 
batiom art adverſity, a poſt of honour in it, 
often aſſigned to the beſt and moſt ſele& 
_ ſpirits. * Thefe reflections are but melan- 
choly ; fo, my dear Mrs. Hargrave, let us 
talk of ſomething to wear away the oppreſ- 
ſion of my mind, and that with which I 
know I have infected yours. 

Lavinia has caught a butterfly, and is 
gently opening the ſaſh to give it the benefit 
of air and liberty. 

dy * You do right, Lavinia.“ 1 am glad 
0 
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of that, Aunt, for 1 longed to keep it, but ir 
ſtruggled ſo and ſeemed ſo unhappy, that 
I could not find in my, heart to give it 
pain.“ f a 

One would think this child had been pu- 
pil to the ſentimental Chineſe, who rid him- 
ſelf of the troubleſomeneſs of the flies, by 
| ſpirting cold water at them, not by tortur- 
ing them ot putting them to death. 

I dread Lavinia's parting with her 1 
ther; ſo remarkably. leg Hpnats: i is ber ir 
tachment to bim. 

She is tq learn to write, that he may cor 
i reſpond with her mama] however, ſo ſhe tells 
me, and I am unwilling. to ſpojl her dutiful 
ſchames, . by. raiſing) difficulties, ſuch. as 
ſaying. Rome vast built in a day,” 
and [conſequently ſhe cannot become 3 
ſcribe, in the ſhort time bigs i WIROgoner im 


5 John is become, r tan orator, that 
Ms. Hargrave. will To : 155 able to hold a 
controverſy: on any ſubject, at, leaſt 1 fre. 
quentiy hear one between his father and 
him, Concerning matters of e impot- 
tance, as yon may reaſonably 
I muſt now go and take leave of my Aunt 
and Emeline; it is moſt likely we ſhall go 
to.the Rooms together for the laſt time. 
I have never mentioned the univ 20 


; TIP Anna | LE beheld with; 20 the ſame 
| ume, 


CR) . 
time, the Unity of her grief inſpires her 


admirers with a revetential awe; which pre- : 

vents. her from being Werren by their 

love. - © 

Darville i is doubtleſs deemed that happy 

man; would to Heaven he wete, lays my 

dear Fanny. i 1 
Yout affe&ionate, 


Lovisa Dr xu. 


* 


* 
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The Hon. Miſs Jesse, to Wees De 
81. Lavnens | 


5 Of Landi, — Rh 
* Hus, my Gear Madam, does cor! 
Anta fly from ſcene to ſcene, and not loſe 


one grief in any, but praiſed be the Almigh- 


iy power, has picked up that fehgnation ſo 
long ſought after. - 


Earth. felicity, I have found fo very 
unaltaina le, that I have at length placed 
my thoughts on joys of a mote perfect na- 
ture; ſtart not, my dear De St. Laurens, 


but view with pleaſure the en end 
of all my trials. 


', 20 worthy Dogor e at my pri- 


vate 
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vate and earneſt requeſt, has given me his 
true opinion. The tear ſtarted in his eye, 
whilſt I, thus implored him; but mine, if! 
may judge from my ſenſations, beamed un- 
ulterable tranſports as he pronounced my 
 Inuation. In the tendereſt terms he told 
me, the laſt ſtage of a deep decline, would 
ſpeedily terminate every worldly care. 
I thanked, him, with heartfelt gratitude, 
for his welcome fincerity, but made another 
requeſt, which was, that my dear 'Louiſa, 
my valuable friend, might remain in igno- 
rance of my danger, as ſhe would be apt 
to term it. | 
Her preſent condition, her ardent friend- 
ſhip, require the tendereſt precautions, 
With Darville I have dealt ingenuouſly. 
The day after my converſation with Doc- 
tor F=—, whilit Lady Denham was gone 
to make ſome neceſlary purchaſes, the dear 
Frederic, paid his accuſtomary vifit ; I was 
alone. | | | 
My dear Miſs Jeſſet, I am rejoiced to 
ſee you look ſo much better,” 
&* Ah! Darville, do not deceive yourſelf, 
I have a ſecret to communicate to you, but 
if you do not bear it with the compoſure I 
wiſh, you will inflict greater pains than I at 
preſent endure,” | 
If it is in nature to be compoſed, ſince 
our caſe requires it, I will, for I would not 
a 5 ſttruggle 
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fruggle againſt the keeneſt ſenſations to 
omote that?? wh 5 
« My deareſt Frederic, I have borne four 
years of the compleateſt anguiſi the human 
heart could know. You, the object of my 
tendereſt attachment, I was unfortunately 
deprived of when I leaſt expected, and of 
courſe, was leaſt prepared for ſo ſevere a 
trouble. I had too much to think you un- 
worthy, my dear father, tenacious of his 
family's honor, concluded you ſo; what 
daughter bound by every tye of gratitude 
to the belt of parents, what ſiſter glorying 
in an amiable brother's love, can reflect on 
the dire effect, and enjoy the ſmalleſt por- 
tion of happineſs here on earth ? 

On receiving convincing proofs of 
your innocence, and daily proof of your 
love, I muſt ſay, Darville, I was nearly diſ- 
poſed to reward it in the manner you ſeem- 
ed to wiſh, but reflection came to my aid, 
and taught me different ſentiments. 

A father's aſhes require the ſacrifice 
I make, mine are now on the point of being 
mingled with his, Doctor F. has given 
me reaſon to form this hope; O! Darville, 
I will be your guardian angel, and hover 
round you with friendly zeal, when I behold 


you aſſailed by ſickneſs, or any other cala 
mity of human nature.” | i 


As I ſpoke, I marked the alternate chan- 
Sk Ms RT 
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ges of my Frederic's connfenance, and ax 
I ended, the trickling tear bedewed his man- 
F A rn e 

O! Anna, you have wrung my heart, 
talk not of leaving me; or if you muſt in- 
deed go, take a wretch, whoſe life without 
| thee, will avail him nothing 

* You talk diſtractedly, I truſt you will 
enjoy many years, and your preſent diſap- 
pointment will enhance its value.” 

Here Lady Denham returned, ſhe ſaw 
ſomething particular had paſſed, but conſi- 
derately refrained from enquiries, leſt ſhe 
might renew any painful ſubject. 

Me have been in London ſome days, in 

London I was recommended to partake of 
the diverſions going forward, but my want 
of ſtrength, will not admit of any thing like 
diſſipation, neither can Lady Denham go 
much into public, we fometirnes have com- 
pany at home. | | 

I fit, with fad civility; I hear with ho- 
neſt anguiſh, and an aching ear, our plea- 
ſameſt days are thofe, in which we work 
according to our fober country method, 
whilſt Lord Denham and Sir Frederic, 
amuſe us with their uſual goodneſs, by read- 
ing the moſt approved authors, and mocern 
publications of eſteemed merit. 

1 will write to you, my dear de St. Lau- 
rens, whilit I am able to hold my pen om 

| letter 
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letter has exhauſted me prodigioufly, I will 
lie down and compoſe myſelf for dinner, a 
faintneſs I am ſubject to, approaches, per- 
haps, — but I will not pain you by the ut- 
terance of my idea; O! that I could once 
more embrace my friend, my gentle moni- 
treſs, yet ſhall we not meet in realms of 
joy? Adieu, my heart is willing, but 
my hand can ſcarcely add the grateful love 
I bear you. 250 : 


Axa Jes8BT. 
10 hi un DO [3.2077 
L! KT: P.IEBEUIR XN 
Lady DENHAM, to Lady Mix Ax DA Cicit. 


I HOPE, my dear ſiſter, you had as 
pleaſant a journey as your friends, | 
Anna bore it remarkably well, but every 
ſymptom of weakneſs ſhe endeavours to con- 
ceal from me; the intention is kind, I allow, 
but an affection like mine is not to be decei- 
ved; Alas] it is impoſſible to follow Doctor 
B——'s preſcription; ſhe has not power to 
engage in any one amuſement of the town, 
and I almoſt think ſhe would have found 
tne country more beneficial, Yet, ſhould 
I have been miſerable to have endured a 
ſeparation ; we have very fine air from Hyde 
5 . Park, 


4 
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Park, in our preſent fituatioh, and we chief- 
ly paſs our mornings in it ; ſometimes we 
quit the carriage, and ſtroll in Kenſington 
Gardens, and 1 think Anna is generally 
better for ſuch gentle exerciſe,” though ſhe 
walks fo feebly, that the cold weather of late 
has greatly affected her; ſhe continues to 
write long letters to Madame de St. Laurens, 
but I believe, like ſuſpicious guardians, or 
arbitrary parents, I muſt prohibit her tho 
uſe of pen and ink, as writing never fails to 
give her a moſt violent pain in her fide ; ſhe 
was ſo much affected with it, two or three 
days ſince, that ſhe was unable to come 
down to dinner, the dear Lavinia inſiſted 
on being her companion. 
Never do [ deſire to partake of ſuch ano- 
ther melancholy meal, I know not how it 
was, a depreſſion ſeized my ſpirits as I ſat 
down to table. To prevent Lord Denham's 
uneaſineſs, I endeavoured to eat; this effort, 
againſt my inclinaticn and reſtraint together, 
(tor we had ſome little company) totally 
overcame me, and I fainted ; when I reco- 
vered, I found myſelf on the bed, and Anna 
kneeling by my fide, ſhe begged to know the 
cauſe of my ſudden illneſs, Lord Denham 
ſhe ſaid was nearly diſtracted. Firſt tell 
me, Anna, if you are better??? 
Indeed, my love, I really am, O! 
Louiſa, you will add a pang to all my ſor- 


rows, 
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rows, if you will thus diſtreſs yourſ@f on 


my account, the amiable-Lord Denha will. 


hate me, I ſhall hate myſelf if I embitter 
the moments of my beſt friend; I put my 
hands on ber lips, and finding myſelf quite 
well, I aroſe, as we were going down ſtairs, 
we met my dear Denham, who' regretted 
my illneſs with his uſual tenderneſs, he ſaid 


Darville was jult come in, and unhappy to 


hear of the alarm I had given them. 


O! my dear Mira, I plainly perceive Sir 


Frederic begins to tremble for his Anna's 
ſituation, a dejection truly moving over- 
ſpreads his countenance, and wher he ſpeaks 
or looks at her, his very foul ſeems agitated. 

Heavens! is ſhe then in real danger? 
doctor B 
preſent phy fician, I have not ſpoken to in a 
ſerious manner, but I certainly: will, on his 
next viſit ; ſhould he ſhake his head, I am 
doomed to feel the bittereſt angutſh ; forti- 
tude ſupport me, let me not for my Den- 
ham, my huſband's fake, ſink beneath the 
weight of woe, but this is ideal, muſing 
with which, I was ever wont to torment 


myſelf, and now it is more than ever my 


duty to ſtrive againſt it. 
The poſtman knocks, perhaps a chi 


ing letter from my dear Mira; never did 


Rand in greater need of any thing of the 
reviving nature. 
X They 


at Bath, doctor F. — her 


NH 
=_ 7 


the contents. 


\ 
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They are carrying the letter to Anna from 
Madame de St. Laurens, let's 80 and ſee 


$3 + "Bec ak 


( Dexnan in PARRY: 4 ie 


It is juſt a week, my dear Lady Mi, 10 


ſince my Louiſa began this leiter to you; 
you will be alarmed, but as ſuſpence is 


nearly as bad as a painful certainty, I will 
. endeavour to give your Lady ſhip ſome 5 


count of our late proceedings. 
The letter, as Loaila imagined, was 


| from Madame de St. Laurens to Miſs Jeſlet, 
Think-the ſhocking fight that preſented it- 


ſelf. on her entrance into. Anna's room; the 
dear girl, ſenſeleſs in her chair, graſping 
one letter, and another lying at her feet; 
the one in her hand Louiſa looked at, but 


what emotions of ſurprize did the feel, on 


ſeeing it came from Lord Jeflet, from Anna's. 


beloved brother; much d ſhe was ſtruck by 


this, her chief concern was to reſtore her 
friend, but ſucceſſive faintings for the ſpace 
of two hows, gave us every reaſon to deſ- 


pair of her recovery; we ſent for doctor 


F, who likewiſe Hamed to think nature 


would be dreadfully exhauſted, and fo in- 


deed it proved. You can judge the agita- 
uon, the anxiety my Louiſa underwent, in 


ſhort, it has occalioned the premature ane 
of | | ya 


( 105. ) 
val of a little ſtranger, who nevertheleſs is 
' welcome, immerſed : as we are, | in a ſea of 
troubles. | 

My dear Tous, is as well as your n 
dereſt wiſhes can ſuggeſt. a 

Miſs Jeſſet has reſumed the calm ſerenity 
in which the letter found. her, and waits the 
arrival of her brother with aſtoniſhing forti- 
tude; whether ſhe appears thus to quiet her 
fiend's feelings, or from innate feelings, I 
cannot determine, but I have too ſtrong + an 
idea of her ſenſibility, ſpect the latter. 

Iwill now leave your "44 dyſhip to peruſe 
Lord Jeſſet's letter, in which you will il find 
we expect him. every hour. 

Mils Jeſſet is ſo generally beloved amongſt 
us, that you will dread this interview as 
much as we do. Heaven avert the fatal 
conſequences}, we have too much reaſon to 
dread from the dear creature's debilitated 
ſtate; alas! ſhe is totally unfit for any fur- 
ther firuggles ; perpetual peace is the only 
reſtorative doctor F can adviſe, and 
that ſhe is unhappily. deprived of. 

Your Lavinia is in perfect health, and 
Joins her aunt and Anna in tender love. 5 


Jam, dear Mira, 
Moſt affectionately | your 's, 
FM | 1 DeEN RAM. 
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LETT ER XxVÞ" 
Lord JIxsszr, to the Hon. Miſs Jesszr. 
| (Inchſed in the preceding.) 


bt pet esp io ne 
world, I never ſhall return, but my deareſt 
ſidſter I am anxious to embracde. 
Madame de St. Laurens inforrus me you 
are extremety ill, alas! my Anna, you have 
ſuffered misfortune to raiſe its head above 
thy fortitude; I will fly to reftore you with 
the foſtering hand. of fraternal love; yes! 
my ſiſter, you mult yet live to number ma- 
ny peaceful days; I have been too rigid to 
deſiſt from correſponding, with you, but it was 
too great a ſatisfaction for me to enjoy, pre- 
cluded as I wiſh'd to be from every human 
pleaſure. | = 
If a ſequeſtered life- and unfeigned peni- 
tence can extenuate guilt, I hope I have in 
ſome meaſure expiated the crime; I cannot 
yet think, . without a; fearful apprehenſion 
that fills every vein of my heart with hot- 
TOT, 7 s "4 « /4 : Ci 7 
But, my dear Anna, though I had not 
written to you for ſo long a time, I had 2 
| v 


6107 ) 

ver made any vow againſt it, and ſome 
weeks ſince, it ſtruck me, that I had been 
deficient in affection to the beſt of ſiſters, 
and uniting her in my acts of penance, thee 
whoſe hfe was gentlenefs and virtue, who 
never acted wrong from chance or 
choice. 4156 Tl ay 0 he - 1 - 

Replete with theſe ideas, I addreſſed you 
at the convent, which my letter never reach- 
ed; upon not receiving any anſwer, I wrote 
to Madame de St. Laurens, by a gentleman 
on his return to England, and ſhe: honoured 
my tender enquiries after you, with the po- 
liteſt attention, promiſing to forward a letter 
to you, had I any ſafe opportunity of con- 
veying it to her. This has fortunately fal- 
len in my way, and I am ſo exceedingly 
ſhocked at this amiable woman's account of 
your health, that I have been torn by the 
tendereſt, moſt diſtreſſing conflict. A pro- 
miſe I made. to- viſit you, ſhould any parti- 
cular circumſtance require; it rebounds to 
my mind, the occaſion is now mournful as 
it is urgent to a brother's heart, and I will 
dedicate a few months to an affficted ſiſter; 
when I fee her bleſſed with returning health, 
I will leave her to the tenderneſs of thoſe 
valuable friends I find ſhe poſſeſſes, and re- 
turn again to , there to taſte the calm 
ſerenity of filent ſolitude ; nor will any 
earthly power prevent the accompliſhment 
of this reſolution. Adieu, 


) | 
7 om Adieu, my ſiſter, in five weeks after the 
receipt of this, you may expect | to ſee 
me. : ai. f 
Y You ſee I do not think abſence has dimi- 
miſhed the influence I once had over your 
heart; an influence I gloried in, and which 
| Induces me to hope this effort of mine to 
give you comfort, will be ſucceſsful as my 
I wiſh you could view me as J write this; 
the trunk of a withered: oak is my deſk, the 
quill of an eagle my pen, and on one knee 
my poſture; by this you ſee, I am not bu- 
 nedinthe mouth of a cavern, neither in the 
deep receſſes of ſame woody vale ; no ſuch 
appearance of ' fertility, © $9 
On a wild uncultivated plain my cottage 
lands, but a deſcription is. unneceſſary; you 
will plainly perceive how much I have been 
abſtracted from mankind, by the conſidera- 
ble alteration there muſt be in my perſon 
and manners. ERR. - | | 
The difference of an anchoret with every 
worldly paſſion, ſubdued by reflection io 
your once impetuous brother, will no doubt 
ſurprize you; but my heart, Anna, is fiill 
the fame, ſtill beats with every ſentiment of 
fraternal love. [t - | 


| J6SSET. 


LET 
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LETTER XXVIL | 


Lady Miranda cal; to Lady 
Denman. 


Us ON the! while; my this Loviſa, 
your letter, or rather Lord Denham's poſt- 
ſcript, compenſated the ahxiety your nee | 
cauſed me to endure. = 

Your ſafety fills me with the ſincereſt j joy; ; 
and furely we may look upon Miſs Jeſſet's 
approaching meeting with her brother, as 
the moſt ſeaſonable relief 10 her preſent | 
ſufferings. | 

Thus, my dear fiſter, yout foehw. oy; ſhems 
ing otro may be conſtrued into joy; but 
what pleaſing inference can be drawn from 
the diſmal one now paſſing at Fairfield ; 
Mrs. Johnſon, the gay unthinking Maria, is 
now in a ſituation to demand our ſincereſt 
pity, to fink every reproving thought into 
the deepeſt commiſeration. 

Alas! ſhe is dangerouſly ill, and gives 
our houſe an air of melancholy it ſeldom 
wears. 

The worthy colonel Johnſon ! in what 
ſpirits he. writes, ſpirits exhilarated by the 
a of ſerving his royal maſter, =_ 
wi 


( 110 


with the hope of returning in the ſpring of 
the year, to that country for which he ſhews 
ſo ſtedfaſt an affection, tothe arms of a wife 
he thinks deſerving. A brother officer 
brought his letters. Mrs. Johnſon ſaw the 
glimpſe of a ſcarlet coat; what inſolence 
ſaid ſhe, does the wretch ſuppoſe I will re- 
ceive his viſit? and as captain Downing 
entered at one door, ſhe den out at the 
ther... | 
N Cecil, who had met TRE? in his win 
me af him as the colonel's friend, 
Maria had ſo confuſed. me, I gave him but 
a ſtrange reception, and was ready to call 
him captain Glandore, from the ſtrong pre- 
poſition ſhe had given me of its being him; 
I followed her to convince her of her error, 
but found her ſcreaming in the moſt violent 
agony, intreating the ſervants to bathe her 
ancle, or ſhe ſhould certainly expire. 
Her ancle indeed, was entirely diſlocated ; 
ſhe had fallen with additional force, on en- 
deavouring to ſave herſelf, and her ſcreams 
had brought the ſervants to her aſſiſtance. 
In the gallery I found them all collected 
about her, each being en to alarm 
their maſter or nme. 
I had her gently put to bed, and ſent for 
Mr. Gainfly, whilſt I told captain Dou n- 
ing, an accident had prevented her ap- 


: nne he ſeemed aitoniſhed. at its ſud- 
denneſs, 


E 
denneſs, as he might very well ſee T had no 
idea of ſuch a thing, when I left the room. 

Mr. Gainſly atrived, he ſet the bone, but 
his patient, or rather impatſent let me call 
her, from her vehemence of diſpoſition, and 
; pain together, is extremely feveriſh, and he 
thinks, in a very alarming way. 

Mr. Cecil has written to Mr. H——, on 
whom he has great dependance, ſince the 
ſpeedy cure he ſo lately performed on his 
arm, e n | 

Mrs, Hargrave is the ſame kind neigh- 
bour on. this. occaſion, that ſhe has proved 
herſelf on every other; her child is a lovely 
one. By the bye, Lord Denham forgot io 
mention, whether our new relation is niece 
or nephew, it was. enough for him, that his 
Louiſa was in a favourable ſituation, and for 
which your brother (ever fond and affecti- 
onate) as well as your Mira, is extremely 
grateful to heaven. 

Remember me tenderly to the dear Anna, 
ſhe muſt now exert herſelf to bear the tide 
of joy which awaits her, that it may be the 
means of reſtoring her declining health, is 
my unfeigned 7777 e ROE og 

I wonder did Madame de St. Laurens 
mention Darville to Lord Jeſſet? one would 
think not, by his Lordfhip's filence on the 
fubject; I am ſurpriſed ſhe did not acquaint 

"ve. Y Anna 


r 


Anna with the firſt intelligence ſhe received 
of her brother. Embrace my Lavinia for 
me, let her not forget a mother's fondneſ 
for her, welcome the dear little. infant for 
both her parents. | 


I am, dear ſiſter, 


ceuver your's, 


6 


Mix AND A Cecil, 


LET T E R XXVII. 
Lord DexHam, to Lady Mig ADA 


* Do, Colbrook; bring me pen, ink and 

paper, for I am indiſpenſably obliged to 

| write to my ſiſter.” You may gueſs, dear 
| Maria, who ſaid. this; and you can alſo 
gueſs by whom ſhe was contradicted. Miſs 
1 offered to be her deputy, no truly, 
ſhe was vaſtly better able to write than any 
of us, as to Anna, ſhe was much ſtronger 
than her, and as to Denham, what could a 
male creature with a large quantity of phi- 
loſophy fay to comfort her Poor AO: 


' 
: 
[ 
| 
| 
, 
F 
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© make her a partaker in that philoſophy,” 
was my anſwer ; that would never take ef- 
fect, for her ſiſter's heart was too full of 
the milk of human kindneſs to learn the 
deliberate ſyſtem. N 275 
To content her, I promiſed to be tooth- 
ing as her gentle ſelf; but I can only tell 
your Ladyſhip in plain terms, that I am 
truly ſorry for the melancholy ſcene in which 
you are engaged. The flowers of female 
rhetoric, are of too delicate a nature for 
my maſculine feelings to attempt, I can 
likewiſe ſay, I moſt heartily wifh Mrs. John- 
ſon to recover; and not only to recover her 
health, but the ſentiments ſhe muſt once 
have poſſeſſed, to charm fo fine a fellow as 
the colonel; I hope her preſent ſituation 
will bring her to a ſenſe of her late errors, 
and by that means amend them ; but huſh, 
you charitably cry, and let us all be obli- 
vious, that the poor unfortunate was ever 
guilty of any; your reproof is juft, and I 
will merely think of her as a fellow crea- 
ture, ſuffering on the bed of ſickneſs; in 
which caſe, compaſſion ought certainly to 
be the ſtrongeſt ſentiment; and that I have 
of late found many cauſes to excite. _ 
Poor Darville ! I love him with the ſin- 
cereſt friendſhip ; ſuch modeſt worth, ſuch 
rare endowments, = feldom knowa to cen- 
2 tre 


(114) 
tre in ſo young a man; yet is he immerſed 
in ſorrow's deep abyſs ; he conſiders himſelf 
on the brink of loſing the object of his moſt 
ardent love; ſhe told him ſeriouſly of her 
ſenſible decay, ſince which he has not known 


Aa moment's peace of mind. 


He tells me, in the night he ſtarts from 
dreams of horror, he will not talk of Lord 
Jeſſet's arrival, ſo much does he dread the 


agitation of his Anna's already exhauſted 


irame—You, my dear Mira, view the bright 
lide of the perſpecti ve. 
If Anna can indeed ſupport the meeting, 
it may I acknowledge, awaken her to ſome 
ſenſe of happineſs, and Lord Jeſſet's frater: 
nal purpoſe for immerging from his ſolitude 
will be completed. _ 5200 28h 
I very well know the barren ſoil on which 


His Lordſhip mentions, to be ſituated, and 
it is well adapted to inſpire holy penitence. 


Madame de St. Laurens did not men- 


ſay. | 1 
She thought to ſave Anna ſome days, or 
perhaps weeks, of torturing ſuſpence, by 


tion Sir Frederic, for what rea ſon I cannot 


not writing until ſhe received the expected 


letter from her brother; how conſiſtent with 


the cool tepidity of an unimpaſſioned nun! 


Lady Hervey, Emeline, and her Caro 
Amante, are arrived in town; my aunt was 


( 115 ) 

vaſtly hurried at Louiſa's precipitancy, but 
extremely glad to ſee the little girl; you ſee 
I do not forget this time to give you the im- 
portant information, in ſhort, I think I have 
entered into all the minute, if not the refined 
traits of female correſpondence, and I ſhall 
expect due commendations, If you do not 
| fay a great deal in my favor, Louiſa will 
not think you are half contented, and lec- 
ture us all for preventing her intentions of 
writing herſelf; ſo in your generoſity F place 
my confidence. | Fra ee 

Lavinia regrets her inability of uſing her 
pen, but really ſhe is ſo fully employed in 
nurſing, that ſhe ſhould hardly have time to 
tell you how delighted ſhe is with her ten- 
der care, and how much ſhe loves her papa 
and you. Does not this genuine ſpeech of 
your darling girl, give a zeſt to my whole 
eputte ? n e 

TI am, dear Lady Mira, 


| lincerely your's and Cecil's, 


DrxygAM. 


MN ; . 
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THAT n deer, poſuive Louiſa, may 
| have no indiſpenſable neceflity to-do wron 
I will at once reſolve to write to your Lord. 


ſhip. _ | 
Indeed I am unſpeakably obliged to you 
| r taking up the pen, and to quiet my 
| iſter's apprebenſtons, of my being difſatil- 
fied, I would have praiſed you, until my 
paper were exhauſted ; this. juſtice I would 
have done you long before now, but alas! [ 
have a melancholy excuſe to plead. 
| Our poor ſufferer's doom, was irrevoca» 
| | bly fixed, about two hours before Mr. 
|  H=—— arrived, on Thurſday - morning, 
3 neither herſelf or friends could have ſuppo- 
/ fed the ſuddenneſs of her departure from a 
world, in which fhe was promiſing us to 
make a more amiable figure, than ſhe had 
| hitherto done. Her huſhand, ſhe deter- 
mined to inform of her late conduct, by a 
contrite- confeſſion, as well ſhe ſaid to bun 


* 
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28 61170 | 
him a laſting proof of Cecil's friendſhip, , 
as to convince him of her own determined 
reſolution, never to. injure him again, by 
thought or deed. I could not help fear- 
ing, the Colonel had too much delicacy to 
be abſolutely happy, under theſe circum- 
ſtances, and yet it was reaſonable to ſup» 
poſe, he muſt have ſeen ſome inſtances of 
Mrs. Johnſon's diſpoſition, in his five years 
knowledge of her; but this is an unneceſ- 
ſary obſervation ; my Cecil is truly grieved 
at the painful taſk he is now performing; 
what can be more diſtreſſing than com- 
municating ſorrow to the breaſt of a friend? 

For my part, I know not what | write, 
my feelings have received a ſevere ſnhock, 
ſo J am ſure will yours, my dear Louiſa, 
and the tender-hearted Miſs Jeſſet. Pet- 
haps, ere you receive this, Lord Jeſſet may 
be arrived; I long, yet, like poor Darville, 
dread to hear an account of the important 
meeting, do not fail to be particular. | 

I encloſe a letter from Mrs. Hargrave, to 
my lifter, they are going on a viſit to her 
father, Louiſa will be delighted whenever 
the ſees the difference-in Hargrave's beha- 
viour to his arniable wife, ſo much tender. 
complaiſance, that it forms a happy con- 
traſt to his late indifference, may it be per- 
manent, as it is pleaſing to behold E mY | 

3 ec 
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Ceeil joins me in love, to your Lordſhip, 


and your dear invalids. 
Were I writing to my ſiſter, I would ſay 
a great deal a bott the children; I intend to 
repay her affection to my Lavinia, by 
loving her little girt with equal ſincerity and 
Nr N 


warmth. 


Heavens! the mournful hearſe approach- 
es. I tremble at the Almighty Power, that 
has reduced fo low a creature, who but a 
fortnight fince, was traimphing in all the 
vanity of life. In Cecil's boſom, let me 
vent the diſmal ſenſations of my heart. 


MtRANDA Cxcil, 
* 
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Lady DEeNHam, to Lady MIRANDA 


On Mira, I muſt write to you! elle, 
my Mira, you will think I do not bear miſ- 
fortune as 1 ought, in duty to the beſt of 
| huſbands; as a ſmiling cherub requires I 
ſhoulg, | | | | 


O! 


( ug ) 

O! my ſiſter, let the greater ſorrow 
ſwallow up the leſſer, forget the untimely 
death of poor Maria, and learn to ſympar 
thize with me ; for I have loſt, and do I live 
to tell it, I have loſt my Anna, do not aſk 
me to rehearſe the particulars of her depar- 
ture from this world of woe; I have at- 
tempted mare than I can perform, I cannot 
write, neither will my Denham ſuffer 

to proceed, if I; deſiſt, whither gan I turn 
FRONT fn oof belles ol; 65120” 


( Lord Dewaan i continuation. ) 


It is remarkable, my dear Lady Mira, 
that each family ſhould thus be involved in 
ſorrows, Louiſa has given yqu ſome idea of 
ours, On W morning Lord Jellet 
arrived ; he deſired to ſpeak with me, his 
ſingular appearance, and a reſemblance to 
his fiſter, left him no occaſion to declare his 
name. In all the eagerneſs of a manly agi- 
tation, he enquired for our Anna, ſhe heard 
his voice, with the quick ears of impatient * 
tenderneſs, ſhe flew down ſtairs, and ruſhed # 
into his arms; tranſported, be embraced a 
ſiſter he adored ; tranſported, he preſſed her 
to his boſom; yet were his tranſports al- 
layed by the icey coldneſs of the form he 
Elaſped, and ſoon were they totally IN 
* 


F 


| E200" 3 | 
by dark deſpair ; ſtill we thought her faint- 
ing, and adminiſtered the uſual remedies ; 
in vain, we attempted to reſtore her, for 
the gentle Anna, a martyr to her ſenſibility, 
was irrecoverably gone to regions of eternil 
bliſs! Louiſa had miſſed her friend, and 
followed her; the found her lifeleſs in ber 
brother's arms, ſhe preſſed her hand, ſhe 
called her Anna, her beloved friend. Alas ! 


ſhepreſſed where the preſſure could not be 


returned; ſhe called to an Angel, whoſe 
mortal lips were cloſed for ever, yet did 
ſhe ſuftain the deep affliction, that is, ſhe 
did not fink into inſenſibility, for on hearing 
Darville's ſteps in the hall, ſhe flew like one 
frantic,” to prevent his entrance, as ſhe met, 
ſhe tried to ſpeak, but could not, he faw 
her tumultuous grief ; the wretched youth 
advanced a few paces, he ſaw the cauſe ; 


like the great Timanthes in the ſacrifice of 


Iphigenia, I muſt here le: fall the curtain, to 
conceal the ſcene, no painting can deli- 


. neate, O! Mira there is no deſcribing the 


agonizing ſorrow of a lover, the immovea- 
ble image of deſpair, the tendereſt of bro- 
thers, and two of the moſt affectionate and 
ſincereſt 1 My dear, my kind Lou- 


ifa, does nt reſiſt my endeavours to give 


her comfoft. 


Lo 


we 21 — 


"TY 


a. A_- it. 


n 
Lord Jeſſet in his retirement had learnt 
philoſophy, but this fatal unexpected ſtroke, 
has nearly robbed him of every particle ; 
he returns to — immediately after his 
ſiſter's interment, where he is now reſolved 
to end. his days, unknowing and unknown. 
Surely ſo great a loſs to ſociety as this wor- 
thy.fetlow, is much to be lamented. 

Of Darville, I have only to ſay, refleclian, 
and a view of that countenance which ex- 
preſſive, though not animated, ſeems to ſay, 
Jam releaſed from a vale of miſery ; has 
happily brought him to ſo calm a ſtate of 
mind, that promiſes a tranquil, not an ob- 
ſtinate melancholy which refuſes the alle- 
viations of friends and time. 

My dear Mira, do write to your faſter, I 
am certain, from your affection for Miſs 
Jeſſet, you will feel the ſympathy ſhe re- 
queſts, | | 5 
I be lovely girl's engaging Weetneſs of 
manners, raiſed a friend in every acquain- 

tance, To you it is needleſs to expatiate 
on her virtues, who were ſo intimately ac- 
quainted with each; if one might be ſaid to 
ſhine above another, it was piety moſt con- 
ſpicuous in every action, nor do I doubt 
but ſhe is now rewarded for it, by uninter- - 
. Tupted joy, | 1 
Louiſa 


% 
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Lobin is bede wing the face of her angel 
friend; it were cruel to prevent this laſt tris 
bute to the compleateſt friendſhip that ever, 
warmed the human heart. 
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